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THE PERSECUPION OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCHES : 


i. THN WURC OF THO PI RSECUTLON 

Ynrougniout the period of National Socilalis% rule, 
religious liberties in Germany and in the occupied areas 
were serlously impaired. The various Christian Churches 
viere systematically cut of? from errective communication 
with the people. They were confined as far as possible 
to tne performance of narrowly religious functions, and 
even within this narrow ephere were sudjected to as many 
hindrances as tne Nazis dared to impose. ‘nese results 
were accomplisnped partly by legal and partly oy illegal 
and terroristic means. 
TI. THL PROBLEM OF ESTABLISHING CRIMINAL RESPONSIBILIIY 

fo eatahlish criminal responsiblity in connection 
wltn tois persecution it is suffictent to show that necsures 
taken sgainst the Christian Churches were an integral 
part of the National Socialist soneme of world conquest. 
in many cases it ie also possiple to anow that the measures 
in question were criminal from the standpoint of German 
or of international law, depending on tne region in which 
any given act Yas committed. 
A. Acts Comuitted an Germany Proper 

By Articles 135 (freedom of faith and conscience), 
156 (right to the enjoyment of civil and political rights 

ait x 


independent of religious creed), 157 (freedom of religious 
association and incorporation), 138 (comautation of atate 
contributions to religious bodies), 139 (legal recognition 
of Sundays and public holidays), 140 (right to carry out 
religious work in the Army and public institutions) and 14y 
(maintenance of religious instruction in tne German 
educational system) of the Weimar Constitution, which were 
never formally abrogated by the National Socialist regime, 
many basic rigGhkte were granted to religious organizations. 
Although Articles 114 (rreedom of tne person), 115 (freedom 
Trom searches and seizures), 117 (secrecy or communication), 
118 (Yreedom of specch and of tne press), 123 (freedom of 
assembly), 124 (freedo: of association) and los (rights of 
property) were suspended on 28 February 1930, Ariicies 
135640 and 149 wore loft untouched, and still remin 
theoretically in force. Respect for the principle of 
religious freeaom was reiterated in various official 
pronouncements by haz2 leaders.” Specific religious liberties 
were also gueranteed in various enactments of the National 


3 
Socialist state, particularly tne Concordat of 20 July 1933.” 


Iv By whe Decrce or tne Presicent of the Reich for the Protee- 


Zion of the People and she State, RENTS T (iss3yp. 837 
2. See below p SEPSE 


36 
S. HGBL, 41 (1455) p. 679. For an English transiation see The 


Persecution of the Catholic Curen inthe Third _ Reieh (Lchiaja, 
surng Oates, L940) p. = 
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fo & xstrate the illegality of specifie acts of persecution, 


At is sufficient to show that they were in violation of these 
legal provisions. | 
Be Acts Committed In Areas Incorporated into the Reich 

the legal situation with regard to acts of persecution 
in these areas depends upon the attitude taken concerning 
the legal effect of incorporation. If it is assumed that 
incorporation actually took place, religious guarantees ine 
eluded in the Weimar Constitution, the Concordat and other 
German enactments would presumably apply to the incorporated 
serritories. In that case the problem of establishing the 
illegality of acts of persecution committed in these areas 
subsequent to incorporation! would be the same as in the 
ease of acts committed in Germany proper. If it is assumed 
that the act of incorporation, as an incident of aggressive 
warfare, was invelid and without legal effect, the problem 
of establishing the illegality of acts of persecution can- 
mitted in these areas would be the same'as in the tase of 
ects committed in other occupied areas, considered belot. 
C. Acts Committed in Other Occupied Areas 

The rights and duties of the Nazi authorities in these 
regions were governed by the provisions of Interna%ional lav, 
particularly Article 46 of the Hague Regulations (7.907) Re-- 
Specting the Laws and Customs of War on and, which provi@es 


that "veligious convictions and practice must be respecicedo" 


iv Austria was incorporated 3 March 1938, Western Poland was 
1939. See special menorandua 
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To denonctrvate the Allcgality of specific nets of persecu~ 
tion 1n these areas, 1t is cuffictent to show that they 


constitytod a violation of these provisions. 


ITI. @HE BASIC NATIONAL SHORGH = ATTITUDE TOWARD CHRISTIAN 


National Sootaliom by ite very nature waa hostile to 
Christianity and the Christian churcheg. The purpose of the 
National Soctalist movement was to convert the Gernan people 
into a houogeneous ractal grow. united in all its enorjies 
for prosccution of aggressive worfare. Innumerable indications 
of this fnct are to be found in the speeches and writing of 
Hitler and other responsible nazi leaders. The following 
atatemonts by Hitler may bo telken as indicative. 


‘Uvery truly notional idea is in the last resort social, 
4.@.)ho who is prepared so completely to adopt the cause of 
his people that he really knows no higher ideal than the 
prosperity of this - his omi people, he who hag go talien to 
feart the ncaning of our Gront sony Deutschland, Deutschland 
uber alles’ th t nothing in this world stands for hin igher 
than thio Germany, people and land, land and people, he is 
a Socdinlist!" (Speech givon 4n lunich, July 25, 1922, trane- 
lation fron Adolf Hitler, ly lew Order, edited by Raoul de 
Rousay de Sales, Reynnl and Wiitchoock, New York, 1941, p. 39) 


“iven today we are the Least loved people on earth. 
A world of foes 1s ranged against us and the German must still 
today mako up hig mind whether he intends to be a freo soldier 
or a white slcve. ‘The only possible conditions under which 
a Germ State can develop at all must therefore bo: the 
unifiention of all Germans 1n lurope, education towards a 
National c ncooLougncec, and rondiness to place the thole 
nationnl ctrength without oxception in the service of tho 
nation." (speech a 4n lanioh, April 10, 1923, tranglation from 
Hitler, Abid, p. 28) 


"Tf cowards ory out: "But we have no arms{* that is 
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neither here nor there! When the whole German people knows 
one will end one will only ~ to be free - in that hour we 
aholl have the instrument with which to win pur freedon. 

It mattors not whether theso weapons of ours are humane: 

4f they Gain us our freedon, they ore justified before our 
gonscLence and before our God." (Speeoh given 4n Liunich 
August 1, 1923, tranalation fron Hitler, ibid, p. 65) 


"the conception of pacifisn translated into practice 
and applica to all apheros must Gradually lead to the 
4eatruction of the competitive instinct, to the destruction 
of the aubition for outst nding achievement. I ennnot say: 
in politics we will be pacifists, we rejeot the iden of the 
necossity for life to safeguard itself through conflict — 
but in ocononics we want to remnin keenly competitive. If 
I reject the idea of conflict as such, it 1s of no inportance 
that for the tine being that iieca 1s still applied in sone 
single sphores, In the list resurt soliticnal decisions are 
decisive ond determine achtovonont in the sjngle sorhore." 
(speccn given before the Industry Club at Dusseldorf, January 
27, 1932, trmelation fron llitler, ibid, p. 101.) 


“Ghere can be no economic life unless behind this 
economic Life there stands the detormined political will of 
the nation ready to striko ~ ond to strike hard." (seme 
apeech, p. 111) 

"tio IIntional Socinlists once came from war, from the 
exporioncs of war. Our world ideal developed in var; nov, 
af necosa-ry, 1t will prove itcelf." {upeech given at the 
sportpal:st, Berlin, on Cotobor 10, 1939, translation from 
Hitlor, ibid, p. 759) 

Although the prinoipal Christinn Churches of Germany had 

long been nssocinted with conservative ways of thought, which 
meant that they tended to ngroe with the National Sooinlists 
4n thelr nuthoritarianten, in thoir attacks on Socinlisn and 
Comauniss:, and 4n their campaign against the Versaliles 

treaty, thoir doctrinal commitments could not be roconciled 
with the principle of racten, with a foreign policy of un~ 
linited aggressive warfare, or with a domestie policy involving 
the comphete subservience of Church to State. Since these 
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Wess fundamental elements of the National Socialist 
program, conflict was inevitable. 

Important leaders of the National Socialist party 
would have liked to meet this situation by a complete ex- 
tiipation of Christianity and the substitution of a purely 
racial religion tailored to fit the noeds of National 
Socialist policy. This radically anti-Christian Soateton, 
is s:ost significantly presented in Alfred Rogenberg's 
Mytl of the Twentieth Century {one of the great best-sellers 
of National Socialist Germany and generally regarded, after 
Litler's Mein Kampf, as the most authoritative statement 
of ational Soolalist ideology), and in his To the Obscurautists 
of our Time (An dio Dunkelaenner unserer Zeit), Since 
Roaunberg was editor in chief of the chief party nowspaper, 
the Yoelkischer Beobachter, the Relch Leader of Ideological 
Training and the possessor of other prominent positions under 
the ational Socialist regime, his idecs were not without 
offiolal significance. Thus in a declaration of 5 November 
1932, Baidur von Schirach, German Youth Leader declared in 
Berlin; "Rosenberg's way is the way of German youth."1 So 
far as this sector of the National Socialist party is con- 
eerncd, the destruction of Christianity was explicitiy re- 


eoculzed es a purpose of the National Socialist ovement. 


ted sy The persecution of the Cat 
yp Sei oy holic Chureh in the 
eeseneceemenneiemere ag 
Third Reich, (London, Burns Oates, 1940),p. 83. 
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Considerations of expedioncy made it Anpossible, 
however, for the ilational Socialist government to adopt thig 
radical anti-Christian policy officially. Thus the poltoy 
actually adopted was to reduce the influence of the Christian 
Churches as far aa possible through the use of every available 
means, without provoking the difficulties of an open var of 
externinntion. That thie was an official policy can be Geduced 
from the following record of ncasures actually taken for 
the systematic persecution of Christian churches in Gornany 
and in Gorman occupied areas. 


IV. POLICES ADOPTED IN TH PIRSLOUTION OF THE CHRISTIAN 
IRGIEAS 


The nature of the influence exercised by the Christian 
Churches varied considerably in the various regions under 
National socialist control. Policies adopted in an attenpt 
to countoract that inflrenco were correspondingly varicd. 

A. Policios Adopted in Gernuiy Proper 

Porseoution of the Christian churches in Gormany proper 
gave rise to very special problens. since Gernany was de~ 
stined to provide the central force for the coming wars of 
aggression, 4t was partioulorly necessary that the Gernan 
people be withdrawn from all influences hostile to the “ational 
Socialist piilosophy of agcrecsion. This meant that the 
Anfluence of the Christian olurches would have to be 
mininizod as thoroughly as poedapne: On the other hand, tre 


predoninently conservative wid patriotic influence oxertcd 


CONFIDENTIAL 


e B« CONFIDENTIAL 
by the larges Christian churches wes a factor of som 
positive value from the National Socialist standpoint, and 
insured those churches a gubstantiel measure of support 
from conservative groups destined to play an important part 
in the National Socialist plans for aggression. Persecution 
of the Churches in this region had therefore to be effectod 
in such a way as to minimize their effective influence with- 
out breaking the unity of the German people, and without 
destroying the capacity of the churches to fullfill their 
historic mission of conservative social discipline. Thia 
eould only ts accomplished, at least the case of the major 
Christian churches, by a slow and cautious policy of gradual 
encroachment » 

In accordance with this necessity, the Nazi plan was 
to show first that they were no foes of ths Church, that 
they were indeed interested in "Positive Christianity," were 
very good friends of the Churches and did not at all want 
to interfere in religious matters or with the internal affairs 
of. the different denominations. Then under the pretext that 
the Churches themselves were interfering in political and 
state matters, they would deprive the Churches, etep by stop. 
of all opportunity to affect German public life. The Nazis 
believed that the Churches could be sturved and strangled 
Spirituelly in a relatively short time when they were deprived 
of all meens of communication with the faithful beyond the 
Church building themselves, and terrorized in such a menner 
that no Chw°chman would dare to speak out openly against Nazi 
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policies, This general plan hed been established even before 
the rise of the Nazis to power. It apparently came out of 
discussions among an inner circle comprising Hitler himself, 


Rosenberg, Goring» Goebbels, Hess, Baldur von Schirach, vrick, 
Rust, Kerrl and Schemm. Some Nazi leaders or sympathizers, 


and some later collaborationists who were faithful Catholics 
or Protestants, such as von Epp, Buttmann and von Papen, may 


have been left in ignorance of the real aim of Nazi church 
policy. 

The Problem of Proof. The best evidence now available as 
to the existence of an anti-Church plan is to be found in the 
aystematic nature of the persecution itself. Different steps 
in vhet persecution, such as the campaign for the suppression 
of denominational and youth organizations, the campaign against 
the denominational schools, the defamation campaign against the 
clergy, started on the same day in the whole area of the Reich 
or in large districts, and were supported by the entire regi~ 
nented press, by Nazi Party meetings, by traveling Party speakers. 
4s to direct evidence, the directives of the Reich Tropaganda Ministry, 
if they have not been destroyed, would be most authoritative, 
if they have been destroyed, questioning of Nazi newspapermen 
and local and regional propagandists might elicit the desired 
evidence. It is known that Hitler used to discuss the plans 
of his political action with those members of his inner circle 
who were especially concerned with the respective problens. 


Rosenberg, Géring, Goebvels, Prick, Rust, Baldur von Sohiresh, Retr 
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and Schelm™ ere the leading Nazi#who took a special interssat 

in the relationship of State and Church. (See Hermann Rauschning, 
in his chapter on Hitler's religious attitudes in The Voice of 
Destruction, and Kurt Ludeke, I Knew Hitler. Both witnesses, 
however, ere to be used with caution.) 

But even though the basic plan was uniform, the opportun~ 
ities for carrying it into effect, und hence the specific policies 
actually adopted, differed substantially from church to church. 
The principal churches to be considered in this sonnection are 
the following: 

1. The Catholic Church. National socialist relations with 
the Catholic Church fall into three oleurly marked periods. 

a. The Period Prior to the Seizure of Power. During this 
period the relutions between the Nezi Party and the Catholic 
Church were oxtremely bitter. As un opposition Purty, the 
National Socialists had always violently attucked "Political 
Catholicism" and the collaboration of the Center Party with the 
Social Democrats in the Reich und Prussian govern.ents, declar- 
ing that they could find no difference among the so-called Systeor- 
parteien (parties which collaborated in the system of constitutional 
government). On 8 Murch 1933, Goring in a speech at Essen summed 
up the Nazi attitude toward the Center as follows: ‘"Wach tins 
the red robber was about to steal some of the German people's 
properties, his black accomplice stood thieves? watch."* on their 
I.” Fasense Nationalzeitung and other German newspapers for 9 
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part, the German bishops, stigmatizing the Nazi movement as anti~ 
Christian, forbade the clergy to participate in any ceremonies, 

such as funerals, in which the Nazi Party was officially represented, 
and refused the sacraments to party officials. In several pastorals 
they expressly warned the faithful against the danger created to 
German Catholicism by the Party. 


b. The Period from the Seizure of Power to the Signing of 
the Condordat. During this period, the main concern of the new 


regime was to liquidate the political opposition. Their stratery 
was to convince conservatives that the efforts of the government; 
were being directed primarily against the Communists and other 
forces of the extreme left, and that their own interests would 7ve- 
main safe in Nagi hands ag long as they would consent to refrain 
fron political activity. Immediately after their rise to power, 

. therefore, the Nazis made uomistekable overtures to the Churches, 
and tried to convince the Catholic hierarchy in particular that 
after the dissolution of the Center Party and some Catholic organ- 
dzations of more or less political character, such as the Eriedens- 
bund dettscher Katholiken, no obstacle could remain in the way of 
complete reconciliation between the Catholic churchad the Nazi 
3tate, The German Catholic bishops, influenced by the experiences 
of their Italian colleagues, whose relations with the Fascists 


SC"Bes declarations of the German bishops on the Reichstag elections 
. etn octolis mete ety aro ge Aecps German press,@apectally 
apers as Gernania’ tsohe Volk fe 
Rhein-~ Mainische Volkszeitunr. ? sohe Yolkesed tung and 


wnder the Lateran Treaty of 1929 had been fairly smooth, accepted 
the Nazi proposition, Pour parlers for a Reich Concoilat started 
immediately. 

Meantime the Nazi government abrogated all laws and negue 
lations of the Republic protecting non-donominational groups of 
the population and abolished the right to pursue anti-religious and 
anti-Church propaganda. The Prussian government closed the so-called 
secular (weltliche) schools in which no religious instruction wag 
given and re-established religious instruction in professional and 
vocational schools! 421 organizations of free-thintmrs were for 
bidden. When the Reichstag elected on 5 March 1933 convened, the 
government organized religious ceremonies for the Protestant and 
the Catholic members of Parliament.2 

And in his speech before the Reichstag, to which he pre- 
serted his government, Hitler declared: ‘While the regime is de= 
termined to carry through the political and moral purging of ow 
Public life, it is creating and ensuring the prerequisites for a 
really deep inner religiosity. Benefits of a personal nature, which 
might arise from compromises with atheistic organizations, could 
outweigh the results which become apparent through the destruction 
of general basic religious-ethical values. The aational regime 
seeks in both Christian confessions the factors most important for 


L. Bee Cuno Workenbach, Dus Deutsche Retch won 1535 bia nevi 
(Berlin 19354 Presse- und Wir tscharteverics ak = aad 


2. Ibid., p. 


SONFIDENTTAL 


13 «= 


the maintenance of our folkdom, It will respect agreements con- 
eluded between them and the states. Their rights will not De ime < 
fringed upon. Conversely, however, 1t expects and hopes that the 
national and ethical uplifting of our people, which the regime hag 
taken for its task, wlll enjoy a similar appreciation. fhe national 


Togime will concede and safeguard to the Christian confessions the 
influence due them, in school and sducation. It is concerned with 


the sincere cooperation of church and state. The struggle against 
8 materialistic philosophy and for the creation of a true folk com- 
. munity serves the interests of the German nation as well as our 
Christian delier."2 

Under such circumstances, the conference of Germen bishops, 
meeting as usual in Fulda, decided on 28 March 1933 to lift ail 
restrictions imposed on members of the Chureh adhering to the Nazi 
movenent.? This opened the door to mass adherence to the Party 
of practicing Catholics. The rush started immediately. Ail those 
German Catholics who were inclined to adopt Nazi political views 
and had hesitated only because of the anti-Nezi attitude of the 
hierarchy hastened now to join the victorious party of the "national 
revolution." Former members of the Center Party's right wing, who 
had always advocated collaboration with the parties to the right 
of the Center and with the German nationalist movements establistied 
themsetves now as so-called "bridge-builders" trying to explain 
ideologic..1 affinities between the anti~liberal character of 
Catholic politics and the Nazi system. They insisted especially on 
I) bids; Pe 133. 


tiene 


2, Jbid., Po 146. 
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the fact that the Church was guided like the Wazi movement by the 
leadership principle.+ They were soon joined by turn-coats from 
the left wing of the Center and the Catholic youth movement, persons 
who insisted that the "socialist" and anti-capitalist character ef 
the Nazi doctrine coincided marvellously with their own views on 
the necessity of social reform, 

In order to remin& the Catholics of the danger of not 
ceming to an egreement with the Nezi state, a certain amount 
of pressure was at the same time maintained against them. A 
thorough job was done in purging Reich, state and municipal 
administrations of officials appointed for their adherence to 
the Center or Bavarian People’s parties, Former leaders of 
those parties, including priests, joined Communist and Social 
Democrat leaders in the concentration camps, and the campaiga 
of hatred against the "black" was resvmed.2 By April 1933 the 
bishops were making appeals for clemency toward former civil 
servants who, they pointed out, were not able to join the 
celebration of national awakening because they had been dismissed 
from positions in which they had given their best to the com= 
munity of the German people. And on 31 May 1933 a meeting of 
the Bavarian bishops adopted a solema statement directed against 
the tendency of attributing to the state alone the right of 
Iv See the program of the Arbeitsgemeinschaft Katholischer 

Deutcher, ibid., p. 436 and 504, See also the decioration 
of avantiehee roeber, ibid., p. 463. 

2. See Abide, p. 186, 263, 268. 
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educating, organizing and leading ideologically the German youth.* 
A few weeks later, :on'18 June 1933, the breaking up in Mmich 

by Nazi hordes of a manifestation of the Catholic Journeymen 
Associations (Ge. sellenyereing) became the starting point of 

a Nazi propaganda campaign against alleged efforts to keep 
‘Political Catholicism" alive, 

Tension was mounting again when news that a Concordat 
had been signed on 8 July 1933 in Rome between the Holy See 
and the German Reich seemed to alter the situation completely, 
Por the first time since the Middle Ages the Reich itself had 
entered Into en agreement with the Roman Catholic Church. 
Moreover, the new treaty was apparently entirely to the sdvan- . 
tezge of the Church. In return for the retrest of Gorman 
Satholicisa frm the political scene, demonstrated by the 
self-dissolution of the Center Party and the synchronization 
(Gledehschaltung) of the Catholic press>, an official guarantee 
was given the Church in the form of an international treaty, 
of ai2 the church rights that "Political Catholicism" had 
fought for: freedom for Catholic organizations, meintenance 
of denominational schools, and preservation of the general ine 
fluence of the Church on the education of the German youth. 

Among the 31 articles, of the Con¢ordat, 21 treated 


exclusively rights and prerogatives accorded to the Church 


I)" Sse Perssction of the Catholic Church in the Third Reich 
Po 516. See also Horkenbach, ibid., po 170. 


2, See Horkenbach ope cit. p. 275, 
3. See tic Law Concerning Mditors of 4 October 1933 (RGB1., I 
(1933) po 713)0 
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reciprocation consisted only in a pledge of loyalty by the 
clergy to the Reich government and in a promise that Catholic 
religious instruction would emphasize the patriotic duties of 
the Christian citizen and insist on a loyal attitude toward 
the Fatherland. Since it had always been the practice of the 
Catholic Church to abide by established governments and to 
prenote patriotic convictions among the faithful, these stip- 
ulations of the Concordat were no more than legalizations of 
an existing custem. 

The Concordat was hailed by Church and State authorities 
as marking the end of a period of distrust and suspicion and 
the beginning of close and fruitfel collaboration. Hitler 
himself advised the State and Party officials to adopt a 
friendly attitude toward the Catholic Church and its institutions 


‘on German soil, He expressed the wish that Catholic organizations, 


now under the protection of a treaty of friendship between 
Nezi Germany and the Holy See, should no longer be regarded 
by his followers as symbols of an effort to remain outside the 
netional community and to form a way of life apart from the 
official line of the totalitarian third Reich.* 


ic Etatement of 8 July 1933. Quoted in Nathaniel Micklem, 
[ational Socialism and the Roman Catholie Church (Oxford 
University Press, Po ° 
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c. The Period Following the Signature of the Con— 
Gordat. During this period, relations betwen the Nazi 


state and the Catholic church became progressively worse. 
Euving gained the support of the Catholic hierarchy in the 
erucial early days of the sefime by signin: the Gongaxaat, 
they took advantare of their subsequently increasing strength 
to violate every one of the Concordat's provisions, 

;Padually stripping the Church of all its wore important 
vights. Specific instances of the various phases of this 
persecution are presented in Section V below. 

Ry 1937 1t had become clear that tho Nazi state was 
not to be appeased by Catholic e?forts to accomuodate the 
Chureh and the State in the ‘orm of a Concordat, and that 
Tiitler’s governnent had no intention to adhore to its 
part of the uocument. Convinced, thorefors, that the Church 
had been in error, in the face of the irreconcilability of 
its teachings with those of National Socialism, in 
abandoning its earlier opposition to the movensent, the 
Chureh resumed its contcoversy with Nazi doctrine, while 
continuing to suffer from Nazi practice. 

The new campaign may be considered to have been 
ineucurated by Pope Pius XI in his sncyclical of 14 Marsch 1937, 
ontitled "Mit brennunder sorget,? which by underground means 
was spread by Catholic youth throurhout Geuany and was 


first published to the world in the original Curian text 


T, snelish translation in The Persecution of the Catholic 
Church in the Third eich, po 523 
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by a reading (21 March 1937) from all -oman Catholic pulpits 
in Germany, Pope Pius XI denounced the violation of the 
Concordat by the Nazi state. He described the actions of 
the Nazi government arainst the church as "intrigues which 
‘rom the beginning had no other aim than a war of exter= 
fmination....In the fu.iow of peace in which we had labored 
to sow the seeds of true peace, othors ... sowed the tares 
of suspicion, discoid, hatred, calunny, a scoret and open 
fundanental hostility to Christ and his Church, fed from a 
thousand different sources and making use of every available 
feans." 

The support of the Holy See encouraged some of the 
German bishops, either in courarsous anmnind, diocesan 
nastorals, or in their collective pastorals issued usually 
irom Fulda, the seat of their annual confeionces, to 
sgotest vigorously acainst both Nazi ideolovy and practice, 
Especially notable in this work were Cardinal Faulbaber of 
Munich, Bishop von Preysing of Berlin, and Tishop von Galen 
of Minster. Among the more notable protests were the Pestoral 
issued from Fulda on 19 Aucusté 1938," the Fulda Pastoral of 
1941, which was read from all pulpites on 6 July 1941, the 
Yulda Pastoral of 22 March 1942 and the Fulda Pastoral of 
19 August 1943.7 In spite of these protes.s, there is no 
To Substantial excerpts in Snglish are to bu founf ibid, 
2. All these pastorals ave certainly availuole in the offices 


of every German diocesa. 
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evidence that the Nazis were in any way deterred from their 

campaign, in violation of the Concordat, to destroy uhe 

position and influonce of the Catholic Church in Ge.many. 
2. The Evancolical Church, Unlike the Catholic Church, 

the Evangelical churches of Germany we.e oly; anizations 

whose supreme aduinistiat: ve organs were located within 

the borders of Germany. Among the Jtvangelical clergy and 

laity there was also a substantial ¢roup, the more extreme 

Jumbers of which were known as tho Geiman Christians, who 

vere entirely in accord with the purposes of the National 

Geclialilst govornuent, with regard to the Jvangelical churches, 

therefore,the policy of the National °oci.lists was not simply, 

ag in the case of the Catholic Shusch, to linit the 

activities and influence of tho chureh oryaslzation, but to 

eopture and use the chuich organization for ti eir own purposes, 

Qhe attempt to accomplish this purpose falls into two main 

poriods. 

a. The Period of German Christian Prodominance. The 
ossential strategy of the first period of tiv National Socialist 
government was to impose highly centialized oreans of admin- 
istration upon the German .vangelical Church, and to place the 
oxercise of the powers thus created in the rzoliable Nazi hands 
of German Christians. In this way it was loped to secure the 


elimination of Christian influences in the Bvangulical Church 
by legal or by quasi-lecal means, 
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The campalen began with a conyress of German 
Christians, held at Berlin on 3-4 April, 19337 uhieh declared 
itself in favor of a united svangelical Chureh oxganized 
weeording to the leadership principle and 6). tenets of the 
Party (including anti-sonmitism). One ov its leaders was 
the army chaplain, Ludwig MulLes, a friend of Hitler, who 
on 25 April was appointed the Fuhres’s reuprusentative "with 

ull powers to dowl with the affairs of the Bvangelical Church" 
in its relations with the st te.” Yielding, to the clamor for 
yauifleation, the Conmaittee of the German Church Gonfeder:.tion 
on 23 April 1933 euthorized its president, Di, Kapler, to 
enary through a reorganization of the constitution of the 
Oiuroh., After the constitution had been accupted by the 
Souncil of the Church Federation and represuutatives of the 
Londeskirchen it was published on 1 July 1933 by the 
Governuent of the xeich, together with e law Lecognizing 

che new German svaigelical Church as a corporation of public 
law.” The essential purpose of this legisiation, while 
ostensibly leaving the Landeskixchen indepondent in matters 
of confession and worship, was to create a contrel, admine 
istrative organ, houded according to the leadership principle 
by a .ieich Bishop, and vested with complete power to control 
adininistralive and lagal activities of the Chusch. 

IT Wowkonbac:, spia. p. 157. 


Ze LOL, pe 165. 
3. RGBL., I (1933) po 471. 
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To insure the use oF this powerful now meeninery fox 
the gocorplishment of Nazi purposes, it was reeessury that i 
be placed in the hands of veliable Ge.man Vhaistions. Typical 
Uazi pressures were therefore used to contiol the election 
ot the first seich Bishop, Before the election, German 
Christian control of the Lvangelical Churoh in Prussia was 


insured by the appointmont by Dr, Rust, Peussian Kultusminister, 


of a, Stats Commissioner for Cauroh Affairs in Prussia, This 


» De. Ydeer, was a German Christian, and through his 


sub-commissioners for the chureh provinces of Prussia he 


took the administration of ths ¢hurch virtually out of its 


own hands? In preparing the elections for the natinnel synod 
*hich was in turn to elect the .wcich Bishop, it 1+ said that 
the clersy were not allowed to exercise shoir tracitional 
right to limit the voters to active chureh ..cmbers. 

fhe night before the election Hitler intervened with a 
iaéio addvess strongly suppoitine the Gerasn Christians .* The 
nosuht waa a vietoxy fox the German Yiristic:s. mn 
5 Septeriosr their candidate Mller was elected to the entirely 
new office Bishop of Prussia by a General synod of the 
Peotastaas chureh of Prussia in a session dominated by a 
Co.man Chaeistisn magortey,? and in which 75 senbers of the 


opposition who desired to potest wee not villowed the floor 


Tr TDG, , De 2623, é 
2, Yor the German text, see *bid., p. 300. Yor an English 


translation, see Hitler 


GES, Po 185-B. 
jn Bovkeabachs. Bbideo py 3/0. ; 


ond withdsew from the synod tn 27 Septeuboxr Muller was 
olected 2eich Bishop by the National Synod, und proceeded 
to fill the central administiution with othor Geiman 
Christians, such as Bishop »chdffel of Hamburg, ead Pastor 
lossenfelder of Elbeisfeld, leader of the Gesiian Cacistians 
ond Viee President of the Pressian Supreme Churca Gounod. 

The new administration procesded as rapidly as possible 
to use its powers for the accomplisnnent of the Nazi Church 
Scogran, Various measures were taken te iupair tae freedon 
of the clercy, and to secure the dissolution of 1 sligious 
associations. (For specific details, see Jcotior ¥ below.) 
In his attempt to intecrate the various Lendeskirzien, 
vihtler was aided by Dr. Jager, formesly State Comnissioner 
vor Chureh Affairs in Prussia, who in Apiil 1934 was taken 
into the Spiritual Council as legal menber und head of the 
Church Chancery. On 9 August 1934 tiller su:moned a National 
.gnoé. pocked with Nazis to Berlin. it trunstorred all its 
yowers to Muller ond preserioces a form os oath for all. pastors 
and chureh officivds.* 

In spite of the foruica»le legal powors vested in the 
elon pishop, the attempt to coatrol dhe iwacgel! cal Snureh 
by these means failed, The Churches of Hatwovor, Wrstembexg 
ona Bavaria, under the leadexrsiip of their sespective bishops 
Ty fbid, po Gis ‘ 


Qe gerd. ise ; Des Dritte Heioh (1934) Aummerlverlas, Berlin, 
Pe 383, 
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Marahrens, Wurm and Meiser refused to yield to pressure, 
and were supported by e vast majority of their pastors. 
when \urm and Meiser were placed under house arrest, public 
demonstrations occurred in their support .+ On 28 October 1934 
@ civil court declured all of Jager's acts in Bavaria to have 
been {Uegalc” Opposition finally crystallized in the so-called 
Confessional Church, made up of the Churches of Bavaria and 
\arttemberg and representatives of protesting Evangelical clergy- 
mon in other parts of Germany. On 29-31 May 1934 and 20 October 
1934 the first and second Confessional Synods of the Evangelical 
Church of Carmany were held at Barmen and at Dahlem respectively,” 
and succeeded in uniting a large part of the German Evangelical 
Ghureh in protest against the éoetrines and Church policies of 
the Reich Bishop. Obviously the attempt to make the Church ea 
united egency for the accomplishment of Nazi purposes had 
failed. Thue Reich Bishop Miller,although never being forced 
officially to resign his position, was gradually superseded by 
other agencies of Nazi control, and faded from the scene. 

be he Period of Direct Administration, Around the 
middle of 1935, a new attempt was made to establish unity within 
the German Uvangelical Church, this time by the use of 
Government authority rather than through the agency of the 
German Christians operating within the Church Government, To 


IS Reported in the foreign press. Svidence should now be available 
from the bishops themselves, or from members of their dioceses. 

2, Citation unavailable here, 

3. Reports of these events were kept out of the press. Details 
should now be available from Niemdller and other Confessional 
leaders. 
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this end the powers of the government in Church affairs were 


strengthened. On 26 June 1935 a Law on the Settlement of Legal 
Questions Arising in the Evangelical Churen* deprived the 


Uvangelical churches of their right to sue before the regular 
courts, and set up a special administrative court (Beschlussstelle) 
with the power of final decision in such mattvcs. ‘This 
deprived the Churches of the rights of self-administration and 
protection in the eivil courts to which as corporations of 
public law they were entitled under Article 137 of the Weimar 
Constitution. On 16 July 1935 Hitler announced the creation 
of the post of @ eich Ministe. for feclesiastical Affairs.” 
Onc of the first acts of the new minister, Dr. Hanns Kerrl, 

was to transfer the Beschlussstelle from the Ilinistry of 
Interior to his own jurisdiction. On 27 July 1935 he made hime 
self president of this special court. On 24 September 1935 the 
organization of the ministry was further developed by a Law for 
the Safeguarding of the German Evangelical Church 3 by which 
"The Relch Minister for Ecclesiastical Affairs is enpowered, 
for the restoration of orderly conditions in the Senaee 
Bvangelical Church and the Regional Evangelical Churches, to 
issue ordinances with binding legal force." On 20 March 1937 
tho Minister for Church Affairs delegated the administration of 
tho Church to Dr. Weimer, president of the Church Chancery 

of the German Evangelical Church. On 10 December 1937 the 


YT. RGBISI (1935) 


¥ o 77h. 
2. Rihle, Das Britte aeich (1935) p. 301. 
3. BGBLA (1935) p. 1178. 
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appointment was made permanent, and he was authorized to 
promulgate ordinances on all church matters except questions 
of faith and worship. Thus the exercise of control over the 
ontire Church administration was placed in tho hands of 
covernnent appointees. In this way formal legal validity was 
given to all subsequent acts directed aguinst the German 
Lvangelical Churches, 

The principal viotims of the ensuing porsecution 


yvove members of the Confessional Church, At first an attempt 


was made to conciliate thom by the appointment on Ll, October 1935 


of church committees, on which friends of the Confessional Synod 
wore represented, for the government and administration of the 
Giurches.” Although some of the protesting Landeskirchen were 
thoreby peoenetiee, many of the Confessionals refused to accept 
the authority of these committees. This was met with a series 
of repressive measures against the Confessional Church. On 
2 December 1935 the Minister for Ucclesiastical Affairs declared 
thetr central orgars (Provisional Church Government, and the 
Couneil of Brethren of the Confessional Synod) illegal.? on 
2 December 1935 the authority of the Church [Ministry was 
expressly denied by Dr. Niemdller, leader of the Confessionals. 
In May 1936 the leaders of the Confessional Church 
addressed a memorandum to Hitler denouncing the. anti-Christian 
3 3 Bee bercte aie (1935) p. 304, Authority for the | 
appointment 0 ese committees was given in the ordinance 
of 3-October 1935 (RGB1.1, p. 1221.) 


: Tpid., po 306. Authority for this action was given in an 
Po ghatrance of the same date (BGRI., I (1935) De 1370). 
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acts of the government. Vhen this was met with further acts 
of repression, the failure of the church comiittees to effect 
a xeconciliation was admitted by Ecclesiastical Minister Kerrl, 
in a report to Hitler. From that time onward the official ‘ 
attitude was that the Confessional Church was illegal, and its 
activities were persecuted to the point where they became 
almost completoly ineffective, For specific instances of this 
persecution, see the following section. 

3. The Christian Sects. Certain of the smaller Christian 
socts, especially the Jehovah's ‘/itnesses (Ernste Bibelforscher) 
and the Pentecostal Association (Freie Christongemeinde) were 
particularly objectionable from the Nazi standpoint beceuse of 
thoir advanced pacifist views. Since they were without 
iuportant influence at home or abroad, it was possible to 
proceed against them more drastically than against the larger 
Christian Churches. Both groups were therefore declared illegal” 
end there were times when almost no adherent of either group 
was outside a concentration camp. For specific instances of 
this persecution see below, Pp. 32-33). 

Iv Not reported in the current German press. iividence should 
* ‘be obtainable from Niemdller and other Confessional leaders. 
2, This was done not on a national but on a local basis. Thus 


the dissolution in Hesse was accomplished by an ordinance of 
18 October 1933 issued by the Hesseschen Staatsministeriums 
and published in the official Darmstadter Zeitung. (See 
~ .ToWe (1934) ps 1747) 
3. See Micclem, op.cit,p. 51, and Franz 4uexrcher, Kreuzzug, gegen 
das Christontum (Zurich, 1938, Huropa-Verlag). 
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B. Policies Adopted in the Incorporated Areas 


In areas like Alsace~Lorraine or western Poland, and 
to some extent in Austria, where the Nazis were attempting 
to incorporate a substantial non-German population into the 
body of the Reich, local church organizations were feared 
primarily as potential centers of national resistance to 
German domination. The policies adopted against the Churches 
in these regions were therefore particularly severe, the most 
seriously afflicted being western Poland. A summary statement 
of the measures taken in these regions, together with a 
vigorous protest against them, is to be found in the memorial 
of 15 December 1942 addressed to the German Minister for 
Church Affairs, the German Minister for the Interior and the 
Chief of the Chancery by the German Catholic bishops 
assembled at Fulda! For specific details see Section V below. 
C. Polsetes Adopted in other Occupied Areas 

In other occupied areas, wiich were designed to support 
but not to take a leading part in the Nazi campaign of world 
cinaunktes the need to impose a unified Nazi philosophy was 
less great than in other regions. Thus there was no general 
motive for persecution in these areas. In regions, like 
nano where the Churches proved generally cooperative 
with the occupying authorities, they were officially favored. 


To Not available here, Should be obtainable in the offices 
of German adioceses. 
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But in countries where the spirit of national resistance 
was widely supported by the local churches, the Nazis 
felt no compunction about persecuting them vigorously. 
The countries to suffer most in this respect were the 
General Government of Poland and occupied Norway. For 
specific instances of pe:secution in these areas see 


below, Section V. 
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V. WEDODS USED TO INPLIVENT THE POLICY OF PERSECUTION 
In order to implement their general policy of persecu- 
tion, the National Socialists interfered at every possible 
stage in the activities of the Christian Churches. Some- 
times they accomplished their purposes by direct interven~ 
tion of the Reich or Land governments under their control 
or, in the case of Norway and other occupied but unincorpo- 
rated areas, by intervention of a native puppet government. 
At other times they preferred to accomplish their purposes 
through the use of the SA, the Hitler Youth and other Party 
organizations. The principal forms of intervention were the 


following. 


A. Interference With The Central institutions Of Church 
Government 

Tho easiest way to achieve rapid results in the de- 
struction of the Christian Churches was to paralyze their 
central institutions, and thus deprive them of the advan- 
tages of central leadership. This was accomplished either 
by the direct seizure and exploitation of those institutions 
by Nazi or pro-Nazi personnel, or by interference with the 
effective operation of those institutions which could not be 
thus subjected to seizure and exploitation. 
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1. he Direct Seizure Cf Central Institutions Of Church 
Government, This could be most easily accomplished in the 
case of Christian Churches which had a long tradition of 
dependence upon state ‘authority. This aspect of the perse- 
cution was generally carried out through the forms of law, 
without the necessity for any important admixture of illegal 
action. The most important cases of this sort were the 
following: 

&. The Seizure Of The German Evangelical Church. The 
steps whereby legal control over the central governing 
institutions of the German Evangelical Church was estab-~ 
lished; first on behalf of German Christian supporters of 
the Nazi government, later on behalf of the Nazi government 
itself, are outlined above pp. 19-26) 

THE PROBLEM OF PROOF. The major steps in this process 


are a matter of legal record. The principal laws and 
ordinances by which the seizure was accomplished are cited 
above. 

be The Seizure Of The Norwegian National Church. The 
Evangelical Lutheran State Church, to which 98.6% of the 
population adhered, was a state church established by royal 
decree. C hurch affairs were handled by the Department of 
Church and Education. When the Germans invaded the country 
and set up # Rotensbontsear for the occupied Norwegian 


territories, they gained control over this central organi- 
T. Detitsché Vérordnungsblatt fur Norwegen, April 20 - May 
as Pe . 
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zation. Pro-Nazi Norwegians were placed in charge of the 
Department of Church and Education, subsequently replaced by 
the Ilinistry for Culture and Enlightenment. These powers 
were exercised in such a way that the entire Norwegian pas- 
torate, with insignificant exceptions, decided on Easter 
Sunday, 1942, to make joint resignation of their public 
offices and ate thus proclaiming their conviction 
that the central institutions of the state church were no 
longer available for the accomplishment of Christian 
purposes. 

THE PROSLE:. OF PROOF. Although native Norwegian 
collaborators played the principal role in the persecution 
of the Norwe¢ian church, it is a matter of legal record that 
final control over and hence final responsibility for their 
actions rests with the German Reichskomissariat for Norway. 
All necessary evidence with regard to the course of the 
church conflict in Norway can no doubt be obtained from 
Norwegian church authorities, 

2. Interference with the Normal Operation of Central 
Institutions of Church Government. In the case of the Cath- 
olic and of some Protestant Churches, the Nazis were unable 


to gain control of the central institutions of Church 


IT.” Beue Zuricher Zeitung 4/1/42. 
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government. In these cases they tried as far as possible to 
prevent those central institutions from operating. Tho 
methods used were more or less drastic, depending on the 
circumstances. 

a. Legal Abolition Of Central Institutions Of Church 
Governnent. In accord with the generally cautious policies 
adopted by the Nazis in their campaign for the persecution 
of the Christian Churches, this device was sparingly used. 
The principal cases are the following. 

i. Prohibition Of Certain German Sects. Under the 
Nazi regime the organization and activities of tho Ernste 
Bibelforscher and Freie Christengemeinde were declared 
illegal. They were rigorously suppressed by the police. 

THE PROBLEM OF PROOP. For general references, see 
above, p. 26 ). The dissolutlon of the Jehovah's Witnesses 
wag declared in violation of Article 1937 of the Weimar 
Constitution in a case decided on 26 March 1934 by the 

. Special Court of Darmstadt (Juristische Wochenschrift (here~ 
“after abbr. Jo We) 1934, p. 17473, Most courts, however, 
upheld the decision of the goverment. For cases 1llus- 
trating some of the ways in which members of this sect were 
persecuted, the following court decisions should be con- 
sulted: 
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{1) Rofusal of a peddler’s licenso., Hayorischor Vere | 
waltungagorichtshox, 8 May 193¢ (Reger, Vol. 37, po 553); 
(2) Refusal of a permit to practice as a midwife. sachsi- 
sches Oberverwaltungspericht, 4 December 1936 (J.1. 1937, 
p. 1368); (3) Dismissal of a postal clerk, Reichsdienst- 
atrafhof, 11 February 1935. (Zeitschrift fur Beantenrscht 
1936, p. 104); Refusal of the right to conduct family wor- 
ship in the home. Reichsgericht, 17 February 1938 (J.\/. 
1938, p. 1018); Removal of children from the custody of 
their parents. Landgericht Hamburg, 6 May 19356 (Jgdrecht u. 
Jgdwohlfahrt 1936, p. 281). 


ii. Prohibition of the Central Governing Organs of 
¢he Gorman Confessionals. On December 20, 1935 the Provi- 


sional Church Government and the Council of Brethren. of the 
Confessional Synod were specifically declared illegal by the 
Minister for Ecclesiastical Affairs, Although the repres- 
sive measures actually taken were not sufficient to prevent 
these groups from acting, this ruling prevented them from 
enjoying the privileges of public law corporations, to which 
the Evangelical Church was entitled under existing German 
law. 


THE PROBLEM OF PROOF. See above, p. 25~25) 
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b. The Imposition Of Financial Controle Upon The Opera~ 
tion Of Church Governments. Tho principal Sheistian 


Churches of Germany had long derived their main financial 
support from state collected church taxes. To maintain ef= 
fective control over these organizations it was therefore 
sufficient to deprive them of all other sources of revenue, 
and to impose state restrictions upon the expenditure of 
state collected funds, The Samnmlungsgesety of 5 November 
age which placed severe restrictions on the right of 
churches and other organizations to solicit contributions 
was an important hindrance to the financial independence of 
all churches, 

i, Financial Control of The German Evangelical 
Church, The establishment of machinery for financial control 
played a major part in the Nazi capture of the German Evan~ 
gelical Church organization. Under oarlier German law 
local church authorities had exercised considerable author~ 
ity in determining the rate of and allocating the revenues 
from church taxes. On 11 March 1935 the Prussian government 


deprived the Prussian church of this power by setting 
I. RGBI., I, (1934) p. 1086 
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up state controlled finance departments for the managerent of 
the finances-of all Evangelical churches in Prussia. By 
ordinance of 25 June 1987" state controlled finance departments 
were set up for the German Evangelical Church and for each 
of the Provincial Churches, with the right to regulate the 
conditions of service of all officials of the general church 
administrations, of the pastors and of the local parish 
officials and employees. By an ordinance of 9 June 1957 it 
was provided that all church collections had to be subject 
to the approval of the central church aceite. Since 

the control of the contral authorities of the German Evan- 
Gelical Church was in Nazi hands this meant that all Prot- 
estant congregations, including those Confessional congre- 
gations which hed been maintained by voluntary contribu- 
tions, could be deprived of all financial support at the 
discretion of the Nazi authorities. 

THE PROBLEM OF ROOF. The legislation by which this 
control was exercised is a matter of record. Fora 
specific instance of the way in which the resulting power 
was exercised, see below, Case oe 
Iv RGBI., I, (1937) p. 697. 


2, Citation unavailable here. 
3. Gitation unavailable here. 
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CASE 1. THE FINANCIAL COERCION OF THE DAHLEM PARISH. 
The Dahlem parish of the German Evangelical Church, being 
located in a fashionable part of Berlin, was comparatively 
prosperous. It enjoyed an income of around 400,000 marks, 
half of which exceeded its immediate needs. When its pastor, 
Dr. Niemoller, leader of the Confessionals, was dismissed 
from his pastorate by the Reich Bishop Muller on 1 March 1935, 
the congregational assembly refused to obey the order, and 
asked him to continue to serve. They refused to transfer 
their income to the central church offices, and devoted about 
half of it to the Confessional Church. The transfer was 
finally enforced, however, by a commissioner appointed by the 
finance department. 

THE PROBLEM OF PROOF. Evidence should be obtainable 
from Dr. Niemller , and from other serving members of the 
parish, 

c. Jnterruntion of Officiel Commmications within 
the Church Government. The effective operation of any large 
organization depends on the maintenance of free and confi- 
dential communication between officials, This right 
was guaranteed for the Catholic Church in Germany by Article 
IV of the Concordat, which reads "In-its relations and 
correspondence with the bishops, clergy and other members of 
the Catholic Church in Germany, the Holy See enjoys full 


freedom. The same applies to the bishops and other diocesan 


-~37- CONFIDENTIAL 
officials in their dealings with the faithful in all mtters 


pelonging to their pastoral office." Violations of this 
right played an important part in the total Nazi scheme for 
the persecution of the Christian Churches. As early as 1935 
the bishops were made to realize that their correspondence 
and telephone calls were subject to constant surveillance by 
the police i \ 

The following cases might repay investigation. 

i. Cases in Germany Proper. 

CASE 2. In February, 1937 Dr. Zollner, the Chairman 
of the Reich Church Committee, was prevented by the police 
from visiting nine Confessional Pastors of Lubeck who had been 
arrested by the secret police. This interference with his 
attempted conciliation led to the resignation of ZOllner and 
his committee on 14 February 1937. 

THE PROBLEM OF PROOF. Evidence should be obtainable 
from serving Confessional leaders. 

CASE 3. When the bishop of Wuerzburg, Mgr. Ehrenfried, 
travelled to Rome in November 1938, he was held up on the 
German frontier and had to stand by while all his luggage and 
documents were searched. Photostats were made of everything 


written in Latin. 
THE PROBLEM OF PROOF. Case 3 is reported in The 
Persecution of the Catholic Church in the Third Reich, page 42. 


Since Mgr. Ehrenfried is alive and still bishop of Wuerzburg 
it would be easy to have himself as a witness. 


Tv“ Beet The Fi ersecution of the Catholic Church in the Third 
; > Pe . 
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CASE 4. In 1936 the offices of the Diocesan Adninis~ 


tration of Freiburg im Breisgau were raided by the Gestapo. 


Tr. ROB. PROOF. Case 4 is reported in The 
t ci S. Reich, p.42- Arche 


bishop Groeber and every member of the Diocesan Administration 
of Freiburg who held his position prior to the reported inci- 
dent might be witnesses. 

CASE 5. In 1937 fifty officials of the Gestapo searched 
the offices of the Administration of the Archdiocese of Cologne. 


THE PROBLEM OF PROOF. Case 5 is reported in The Perse- 
cution of the Catholic Church in the Third Reich, page 41. 


Every member of the diocesan administration who held his position 
prior to the reported incident is a potential witness. 

CASE 6, In 1937 the offices of the Vicar General in 
Aachen were searched. 

PROOF. Case 6 is reported in The Perse- 
olic C) 4 » page 42, 
Every member of the diocesan administration who held his 
position prior to the reported incident is a potential witness, 

CASE 7. On 31 August 1938 Cardinal Faulhaber's offices 
in Munich were searched. 

THE PROBLEN OF PROOF. Case 7 is reported in The Perse- 
cution of the Catholic Church in the Third Reich. page 42. 
Cardinal Faulhaber and every member of the diocesan administra~- 
tion who held his position prior to the reported incident might 
be a witness, 
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CASE 8. On 15 April 1939 the offices of the Bishop of 
Limburg on the Lahn were searched. The archives of certain 
ecclesiastical foundations were confiscated and carried away, 
together with the money belonging to them. 

PROB. Of PROOF. Case 8 1s reported in The Perse- 
cution of the Catholic Church in the Third Reich, page 42. 
Mer. Hilfrich, bishop of Limburg and every member of the dioc- 
esan administration who held his position prior to the reported 
incident might be a witnass. 

CASE 9. In the Diocesan Administration buildings in 
Berlin the German bishops had set up an Information Bureau 
under the direction of Mgr. Banasch. This office was raided 
in December 1935. All papers were examined, and Mgr. Banasch 
was arrested and held in jail until March 1936, 

E ROBLEM PROOF. Case 9 is reported in The Perse~ 
cution of the Catholic Church in the Third Reich. Count v. 
Preysing, Bishop of Berlin, Mgr. Banasch himself and every member 
of the diocesan administration who held his position prior to 


the reported incident could be witnesses. 


ii. Cas t) CO: t 
CASE 10. In 1938 a search was carried out in the 


ordinariates of Vienna, Salzburg and Seckau. 


ROB. OOF. Case 10 is reported in The Perse- 
gution of the Catholic Church jn the Third Reich page 42, 
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Cardinal Innitzer, Bishop Pavlikowski and every member of the 
three diocesan administrations who held his position prior to 
the reported incidents might be witnesses, 
B. Interference with the Perso: e Cli dof 
Workers 
Insofar as it was not possible or prudent to control 
the Churches through their central administrative aparatus, 
it was possible to crippletheir work by intimidating or elimi- 
nating those clergymen or lay workers who were attempting to 
carry out church policies. So far as the Catholic Church is 
concerned, the rights of the clergy ‘to special protection 
were guaranteed in Article V of the Concordat, which read "In 
the exercise of their spiritual activities the clergy shall 
enjoy the protection of the State 4n the same way as State 
officitals, The state will take proceedings in accordance 
with the general provisions of State law against any outrage 
offered to the clergy personally or directed against their 
ecclesiastical character, or any interference with the duties 
of their office, and in case of need will provide official 
protection." In spite of this, interferences with the personal 
security of the clergy, both Protestant and Catholic, and of 
Leading lay workers of the Churches was very freely used as 
a means of hampering the activities of the Christian Churches. 
This was accomplished by the following means; 
CONFIDENT. 
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1. he Murder of Church Leaders. In line with their 

generally cautious policies of Church persecution, the Nazis 
were somewhat sparing in the use of these means. The official 

Nazi policy was expressed by Robert Wagner, Gauleiter of Baden, 
when he said "The Catholic church need not imagine that we are 
going to create martyrs. We shall not give the church that 
satisfaction -- she shall have, not martyrs, but criminals)" 
Even within the borders of Germany proper, however, there were 
some instances of the murder of Church personalities, and in 
the incorporated areas, where the reactions of public opinion 
were less to be feared, the mumbers of such cases were quite 
substantial. 

a. Cases in Germany Proper. The cases in this category 
most worthy of investigation are the deaths of the Catholic 
leaders Klausener, Beck and Probst. They are considered in 
detail on pages 8-10 of the report on "Criminal Responsibili- 
ties in Connection with the Purge of 1934", R&A No. 3113.1. 

b. Cas the Inco G_Ar. - The murder of 
large numbers of Catholic priests is reported by the Polish 
Ministry of Information in London as having occurred in the 
incorporated regions of western Poland.” Since no sufficient 
{c7-In a speech delivered at Loerrelch (Baden) in the fall 

of 1935) as quoted in The Persecution of the Catholic 


Church in the Third Reich. 
2, See: The Nazi Kultur in Poland, London, 1945, p. 9-11. 
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cetails are given, it would be necessary to get in touch with 
the informed Polish authorities in order to prepare specific 
cases, The possibility that patriotic Polish priests may 
actually have been engaged in acts against the occupying 
authorities will somewhat complicate the problem of proving 
persecution in these instances. 

ce. Cases in the Occypied Areas. The murder of numbers 
of Catholic priests is reported by the Polish Ministry of In- 
formation in London as having occurred in the incorporated 
regions of western Polana.* ‘The problem of proof is the same 


as in section 1i above, © 

2. The Assaulting of Church Leaders. In order to hamper 
the church leaders in carrying out their work, they were fre- 
quently subjected to actual or threatened personal violence. 
The SA, the SS, the Hitler Youth and other Party organizations 
were most frequently used in carrying out this aspect of the 
persecution. 

a. Cases in Geren Proper. 

CASE 31. Bishop Dr. Sproli of Rottenburg, absent from 
his diocese because of the disturbances caused by his having 
failed to vote in the elections of 10 April 19:8, returned to 
his residence on 15 July 1938 on instructions rom the Holy 
See. The next day demonstrations started in waich about 100 
young people, members of the Hitler Youth, took part. Few 


Tv Seet Polish Information Service, "The Nazi Kultur in 
Poland," London, 1945, p. 19-20. 
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of them were from Rottenburg itself. The demonstrators 
forced an entrance into the Bishop's residence through 
the chancellery. A group of them came shouting and yelling 
into the Bishop's private chapel, where he knelt before the 
exposed Blessed Sacrament, They hesitated and withdrew, 
making contemptuous romarks. So did another party when 
they sav the Bishop in prayer. Finally, the editor of the 
Flammepzeichen of Stuttgart, with five other men, appeared 
and tried in vain to persuade the Bishop to leave the town. 
Mean while, the rest of the intruders ransacked the offices 
and private belongings of the Bishop. Finally the mob 
marched off, singlng the Horst Wessel Song and"Deytschlend 
ueber Alles", Next day a representative of the Gestapo 
visited the Bishop and told him to leave Rottenburg, threat- 
ening that otherwise the demonstrations would be repeated. 
The Bishop replied: "I have strict orders from the Holy 
See to roturn to my diotese, I am the Bishop of Rottenburg, 
and I shali remain in Rottenburg, even if I lose my life in 
doing so." 

On 18 July another demonstration occurred, This time 
the dowonstrators numbered between 1,500 and 2,000 and again 


the majority are believed to have come from other places, 
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The bishop's residence was stoned, In the bishop's study 
alone four large rocks were found. 

A third demonstration o¢curred on 23 July. The demon- 
strators had been brought to Rottenburg in cars and buses from 
as much as 30 Miles away. Again the crowd forced its way into 
the building. In the bishop's private chapel they found the 
Archbishop of Freiburg, who had arrived in Rottenburg, the 
Vicar-General and some of the Cathedral canons. They in- 
sulted the Archbishop and showed their contempt for the ex~ 
posed Sacrament by smoking and keeping their hats on. The 
Bishop was then expelled from his diocese by order of the 
Ministry of Interior of Rottenburg and left for Freiburg. 

THE PROBLEM i OF PROCK, Evidence as to the planned 
nature of these demonstrations is contained in a letter received 
by Bishop Sproll a few days after the incident, and published 
subsequently in a Swiss paper .+ This letter declares: "{f 
was one of those present. last Saturday -- not indeed of my 
own free will, but by order. I have always been proud of my 
country, but last Saturday I was, for the first time, ashamed 
to call myself a German, And a number of the comrades of my 
section think the same way as I do, We were ashamed of our~ 
selves for having -- without our knowledge ~- allowed ourselves 


to be used for such a scandalous oaffair....By staging this 


Tv Gstschwelz, 13 october 1938. 
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demonstration the Party had given us an involuntary proof that 
you acted rightly on 10 April. ‘The mere fact that the SA 
had to attend in civilian dress indicated that the Party 
itself had the feeling that what was happening was not the 
proper thing for the ‘dress of honor' of the SA." 

Soon after the departure of the bishop, the Nazi area 
leader, Dr. Fritsch, declared before a thousand political 
leaders of the Frelburg district in the Festhalle that "The 
Archbishop shovld be thankful that he was still able to reside 
in his house and had not already received the proper answer 
to his goings on. This ragamuffin was spreading lying state- 
ments in the foreign press, and that was high treason. Here, 
publicly, I call him a knave, a liar and a traitor to his 


country." 


The "Sproll-incidents" were described in an official 
seclesiastical announcement which was read in several German 
Sioceses on the last Sunday of July, 1938. “concerning the 
last senonstration of July 23rd, Der Deutsche Pole: 
(Katovice) printed on August 14th, 1938, a copy of the 
authentic information sent by the diocesan authorities to 


the Reichminister for Ecclesiastical Affairs. 


Iv" FFinted inthe Schatthensence Hietung. Schaffhausen, 
Switzerland, September 13th, 1930. . 
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Bishop Sproil, Archbishop Groeber, the members of Bishop 
Sproli's household and the members of his diocesan administra- 
tion who held office prior to the reported incidents could be 
witnesses. 

CASE_12. On 12 May 1935 the late Archbishop Kiein of 
Paderborn paid a visit to Hamm. On his arrival he was mobbed 
by the Hitler Youth, members of which tried to overturn his 
car, spat at him, and attacked with their "daggers of honor" 
some Catholics who tried to protect him. The address of wel~ 
come to the bishop at the St. Agnes-Kirchplatz had to be 
abandoned. The Nazi manifestation had obviously been carefully 
prepared, Hitler Youth leaders from Dortmund and Hamm took 
part in it. 

THE PROBLEM OF PROOF. The members of the Catholic 
clergy of Hamm who were residing in that community at the time 
of the reported incident could be witnesses. Case 12 is 
reported in The Persecution of the Catholic Church in the 
Thizd Reich, page 252. 

CASE_13. On 26 May 1934 the Bishop of Trier, Mgr. 
Bornewasser, was insulted by Hitler Youth at the end of the 
Confirmation service in Kreuznach. 


THE PROBLEW OF PROOF. Case 13 is reported in The Perse~ 
gution of the Catholic Church in the Third Reich, page 253. 


Bishop Bornewasser himself could be a witness. 
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CASE 14. At the beginning of 1935 the murder of 
Cardinal Faulhaber was demanded in public meetings in Munich. 
Brampless: a mecting of 15 February of the German School 
Union, at which the Nazi City School Inspector Bauer spoke; 
a meeting on 17 May of the German Faith Movement; a meeting on 
13 June 1935 at which a Dr. [ngel ot the Ludendorff movement 
was the speaker. 

THE PROBLEM CF PROOF. Case 14 is reported in The 
Persecution of the Catholic Church in the Third Reich, page 
252. Members of the Diocesan Administration of Munich could 
be witnesses, 

CASE » In june 1937 the Bishop of Trier, Mgr. 
Bornewasser, was attacked bodily in the Hunsrueck area. 

THE PROBLEM OF PROOF. See, Ihe Persecution of the 
Catholic Church in the Third Reich, page 253. Bishop 


Bornewasser himself could be a witness. 


CASE_2.6. At the end of November 1938, after a speech 
by a Gauleiter and State Minister Wagner in Munich, uniformed 
detachments in motor-cars and on motor cycles arrived in 
front of the Cardinal's residence. A hail of stones was di- 
rected against the windows, while the men shouted "lake the 
rotten traitor to Dachau". Armed with crowbars, the demon- 


strators shattered the window frames and shutters. 
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THE PROBLEM OF PROOF. Bye-witness report put 
Dez Reutsche in Polen of 27 November 1938. Cardinal Faulhaber 
himself” could be a witness. 
CASE 17. On 21 September 1935 the wails of ecele~ 


iished in 


Siastical buildings in Freiburg Breisgau. were covered with 
inseriptions insulting the clergy. 

THE PROBLEM OF PROOF, Official report of Vicar~Genere] 
Rosch, 26 September 1935, No. 14091. 


Cardinal Faulhaber were renewed in several places in Bavaria, 
such as Gars, Wang and Muehidorf on the Inr:, where at seven 
or eight points around the town posters were displayed saying 
“Away with Faulhaber, the friend of the Jews and the agent 


of Moscow." 
THE PROBLEM OF PROOF. Seet The Fersecution of the 
Catholic Church in the Third Reich, page 262 with Facsimile 


of the luehidorf poster on the opposite page. Cardinal 
Veulnaber himself could be a witness. 

CASE 19. On 25 October 1936 members of the Hitler 
‘Youth hurled insults at Cardinal Faulhaber as he was entering 
his cay in Giesing, a suburb of Munich. 

‘RIB PROBLEM OF PROOF. Sce: Sho Persecution of the 
Sakholic Canreh in the Third Reich , page 254, Cardinal 
Fauloaber himself could be a witness. 
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CASE 20. On October 8, 1938 at eight fiftecn in the 
evening demonstrations took place against the resicence of 
Caréinal Avehbishop Innitzer in Vienna. Stones were throm, 
611 windows broken, a heavy dcor broken, A quarter of an hour 
latex the mob broke in, destroying everything they could find 
in the antechambers. Reaching the episcopal chapel, they 
struck a secretary of the Cardinal unconscious, anil destroyet 
the statue of a saint and other property, The purnie pectoral 
cross and ring of the Cardinal were stolea. The Archbishop's 
Master of Ceremonies was hit on the head with a candelabra, 
One of the priests was dragged to the window and only just 
seved from being thrown out. On the rumor that the police 
vere coming they left, first Cemanding a signed statement from 
the immates of the residence that they would never reveal these 
events. Not one of the intruéers, who left singing “Deutschian. 
nber_ alles", was in any way interfered with in going out. Tho 
only person errested was a correspondent of The Times. 

THE PROBLEM OF PROOF. ‘These events were reported in 
the Ossetvatore Romane of 15 October 19338. Eight days later, 
Gawleiter Buetekel of Vienna held a mass meeting o2 the 
Holdenpiat2, ia which he announced that an attempt by the 
clergy had been made to work the people up to a putsch against 


she Nazi government, and that therefore some stern moasures 
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had had to be taken. This speach was reported in tho Vienna 


newspapers, Cardinal Innitzer could aame eye-witnosses of the 
Nagi demonstration. 

; CASE 21. On Friday, 7 October 1933, following a 
service for Catholic Youth in St. Stephen's Cathedral in 
Vienna at which Cardinal Archbishop Innitzer gave the sermon, 
Fitler Youth and SA gathered outside shouting “Down with 
Innitzer, Our faith is Germany." Later bands of SA men 
gathered in front of the bishep's residence and staged demon~ 
stretions, shouting that the Cardinal should be taken to 
Tacheu, 

THE PROBLEM OF PROOF. These facts were reported in 
the Oservatore Romano of Octeber 15, 1938. 

CASE 22. On 8 October 1938 a mob broke intu a house 
of the Cathedral Curia in Vienna and, after thoroughly wrecking 
it, threw a curate Fr. Kravarnik, out of the windoy. His life 
was reported to be in danger. 

THE PROBIIM OF PROOF, These events were reported in 
the Csservatore Romano of 15 October 1938. Diocesan officials 
in Vienna might serve as witnesses. 

CASE 23. In June 1938 when Cardinal Innitzer journeyed 
through the northern parts of lower Austria for visitation 
ang confirmation he was subjected to such outrages and mobbings 


that he decided to break off his journey. In one blown the 
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CIDPUTEAS, 


32 ordiest*s cap2 and 


Cardinal ever $ dress with the j 


Taft. t church. He was recognized, however, by a teacher 
whe gave tke signal for attack, ang was bombarded with rotten 
eeEs and potatees, and stzuck at with umbrellas. 

THE. PROBLEM OF PROOF. Case 23 is reported ia The 
lic Chunen in the Third Reich, page 


seer nimselt could be a witness. 


the Clezey. In order to reduce the in- 


fiuerce of the clergy, systeratic propaganda campai.gns were 
cerried oni to depict thom ir an unfavorable light. The most 
vigovous of these campaiens were the press campaigns in 
conneetlor with the "Curvency trials” and the "Clerical im 
 porality trials" of 1935 and 1936, which tried to disesedit 


ihe Gatholie clergy as financial nanipulators end nora. 


mesater, The Catholic ckurch was the principal victin 
hese tneties. ' 
OBLEM OF PROOF. Evidence here consists in the 


files of a) German newspapers for the period. Tho extent 


end § onal coloring of the reports of these trials, quite 
epert trem eny ease ef the guilt or innecence of the particular 


is proof of the enti-Church purpose of the campaign, 


¢ ‘mderlinel In vielent outoursts of Hitle: and Goebbels 
vhenselves meade in official spesehes. See e pecially the speech 


Ls 


s in a mass-meating in the Devtschlandhaile 


28 Way 1937. 


ay ths 2 ay te 4 rc, nt 
sho Clergy. The activities of the clergy vere “requontly 
wvbetrupied by arrest and imprisormment, vetholics and Protestants were 
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egually affected by this form of persecution, 


a, Cases in Germany Froper 
CASS 24. In 1933 Dr. Jager as head of the Crick 


Chancery had the Gestapo plece Bishop Wurm of Wirt tenbere 


Bishop Meiser of Bavaria under house arrest, The Llaitex act 
wes held illegal by court decision. 
THE PROBLEM OF PROOF. Evidence not available here. 
fi could no doubt be furnished’ by the bishops in question, 
CASE 23. A prominent; protestant clergyman of Stuttsac, 


Stadtpfavrer Lic. Leapp, prepared a written sermon to be 7 


on Sunday, 12 September 21943 in churches where only Lay-zendars 
wexe avalleble to carry out the services, In this sermem he 
eriticized the government for its persecution of the Bvarigeli-~ 
tal Shureh in the incorporated areas of western Poland, On 

1k September 1942 he was arrested by the Gestapo on orders of 
the Reigassi.cherheliishauptant. Re was released on 14 8 


but forced to pay a fine for “eriminal incitemont" (zerbveche: 


atheteung) . 
ZTE EL: OBLEM OF PROG? . 


facts of this case are set 


fosth, ané, the position of pastox Lempy defended, ir a lutiex 


at 4 Cotobex 1944 addvesued by Bichop Wurm of iio 


tae Reich Minister of the Interiow. A translation cf this 


isuter is given below in the Appondix, p. 


CASE 26. In Janvary 1927 nine Confessional ; 


&. 
ef Imbesk, Vso had disagreed with theiy German Christian bishop, 


wese sitestsd by the Secret Folica, 


~ 53 = 


CONFIDENTIAL, 
TILE. PROBLEM OS PROOF, Evidence not available here. 


Could no doubt be obtained from confessional leaders in 
Germany. 

CASE. 27. On 1 July 1937 Martin NiemBller, Confessional 

* header, was arrested and put in prison. On 7 February 1938 

he was tried before a Special Court in Berlin. Or. 2 March 
he was sentenced to seven months imprisonment in 2 fortress 
(i.e. honorable imprisonment) for violation of the Pulpit Law. 
He was also fined 500 Marks for a violation of the rules of 
the Emergency Decree of 28 February 1933 (originally directed 
against the Communists) and 1500 marks for another viclation 
of beth laws. He was acquitted of the charge of "underhand 
attacks on State ard Party". As he had been eight months in 
orison he was allowed to go free. On leaving the court he 
was arrested by the Gestapo and sent to a concentration camp 
where he remained until the end of the war. 

THE PROBLEM OF PROOF. Newspaper reports of the 
Wienolier arrest and trial, Wiemoller himself could be a 


witness. 
CASE 28. In May 1935 the parish priest of Koblenz- 
Nevuendorf was sentenced to six months imprisonment because 


ne had "ridiculed" the Winter Relief Work and the National 
Socialist “elfare Work. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


THE PROBLEM OF PROOF, Reported in Germania (Berlin) 
12 May 1939. 
CASE 29. In May 1936 a curate in Mannheim was sentenced 


to four months imprisonment because he had spoken critically 
of the Hitler Youth. 

THE PROBLEM OF PROOF. Reported in Kolnische Volks~ 
zedtung, 18 May 1936. - 

SA SE_30. On 16 Aprid 1935 the special court in Schwerin 
sentenced to one and a half years imprisonment Mgr. Leffers, 
parish priest of Rostock, for remarks made in a discussion 
of Rosenberg'’s Myth with three students, supporters of Juden- 
dorff's anti-Christian movement, who visited him under the 
pretext that they were seeking spiritual advice, 

THE PROBLEM OF PROOF. Reported in Frankfurter Zeltung, 
17 April 1935. 

SE. « On 22'Suly 1937 Father Rupert Mayer S.J. was 
sentenced to six months imprisonment because he did not comply 
with the prohibition on his preaching imposed by the Gestapo. 

THE PROBLEM OF PROOF. Sees The Persecution of the 


Catholic Church in the Third Reich, page 68 and Appendix III 
to that book page 538-543. 


b. Cas t corporated Are: 
CASE 32. In 1938 at Seckau (Austria) Prince Bishop 
Dr. Pawlikowski was kept under guard for several days by 


2 SS men. 
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THE PROBLEM OF FROOR. Sees The Persecution of the 
Gatholie Church in the Third Reich, page 42. Bishop Pawli- 
kowski himself could be a witness, 

i. Cases in Western Poland. The imprisonment of 
large numbers of Catholic priests 1s reported by the Polish 
Ministry of Information in London as having occurred in the 
incorporated regions of western Poland Since no sufficient 
details are given it would be necessary to get in touch with 
informed Polish authorities in order to prepare specific cases, 
fhe possibility that patriotic Polish priests may actvally 
have been engaged in acts against the occupying authorities 
will somewhat complicate the problem of proving persecution 
im these cases. 

i. Cases in Noryay. The imprisonment and detention 
in house arrest of large numbers of Norwepian clergymen took 
place during the Nazi regime. All necessary evidence vith re~ 
gerd to these arrests can no doubt be obtained from Norwegian 
ehurch authorities, The case of Bishop Bivand Berggrav was 
espetially netable. 

i1. Cases in the General Government of Poland. The 
imprisonment of large numbers of Catholic and Protestant clergy- 
men is reported by the Polish Ministry of Information in London 


as hav.ag eceurred in the General government of Poland .* 


Ty Sees The Nazs, Kultur jn Folani, London, 1945, p. 10-11. 
2. Seer The Nazi ur oland, London, 1945, p. 19-32. 
co EXT 
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5. Removing Clergymen from Office. Without being ar- 
rested, clergymen were occasionally removed from office by 
order of the Nazi authorities. In the case of churches 
whose central organs of administration were under Nazi con- 
trol, this could be done by order from the higher church 
authorities. In other cases, alleged violations of State 
laws were sometimes punished in this fashion. The use of 
essentially ecclesiastical penalties for the violation of 
State law would seem to be of doubtful legality. 

a. Cases Involving Protestant Clerpymon. 

CASE 33. On 1 Harch 1935 Niemdller dismissed by Reich 
Bishop from his pastorate in Dahlen. 

THE PROBLEI: OF PROOF. Niemdller himself could be a 
witness. 

CASE 34. During the lunich crisis of 1938 the Con- 
fessionals, through their provisional government of the 
Evangelical Church, issued an order of a Service of Prayer 
for Peace. On the grounds that this was a treasonable act, 
the Reich [linister for Ecclesiastical Affairs ordered that 
the salaries of these Confessionals be stopped, and that 
they be removed from their parishes, 


THE PROBLEM OF PROOF. Evidence would have to be ob- 
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tained from surviving Confessional leaders, and the file of 
the Reichs Ministry for Ecclesiastical Affairs. 

ii. Cases Involving Catholic Clergynmen. 

CASE 35. ‘In the summer of 1938 Ilgr. Dr. Sproll, 
Bishop of Rottenburg, was expelled from his diocese, This 
measure was justified by the German News Agency (DNB) on the 
grounds that he "was the only citizen of his locality who 
failed to participate in the election of April 10th." 

THE PROBLEM OF PROOF. Newspaper reports Bishop Sproll 
himself could be a witness. 

CASE 36. On 27 June 1938 a priest named Vorwerk, the 
official representative of the Bishop of Muenster for that 
part of his diocese which lay in the territory of Oldenburg, 
was expelled because he had protested the conversion of the 
denominational schools in Oldenburg into Nazi community 
schools at the order of the Nazi Minister of Public Instruc- 
tion of Oldenburg. 


THE PROBLEM OF PROOF. Pastoral of the Bishop of 
Muenster, Count von Galen, read from the pulpits on 31 July 
1938. 

CASE 37. In April 1937 the parish priest of the 


Gethedral parish in Elchstaett was served with an order of 
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expulsion, This order was not carried into effect ory be~ 
cause che diocesan bishop, Mgr. Rackl, proclaimed from the 
Sathedral pulpit that he had ordered him not to leave his 
parish. 

THE PROBLEM OF PROOF. ligr. Rackl himself could be e 
witness, Seo The Persecution of the Catholic Chu:ch in the 


Third Reich (page 44). 
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G. Interference with the Activities of the Clergy. 

“hen clergymen were not molested in their om person they were 
frequently prevented from fulfilling the normal functions of their 
office. The following forms of intervention were particularly frequent. 

1, Closing of Church Buildings. This most drastic form of inter- 
ference with clerioal activities was used primarily in the Incorporated 
and Occupied territories. 

a. Cases in Incorporated Areas. The partial or complete closing 
of large numbers of churches in the incorporated territories of western 
Poland is reported by the Polish Ministry of Information, London. 

This statemeat was confirmed in the memorial of 15 December 1942 
addressed by the Cetholio bishops of Germany to the Germen Minister 
for Ecolesiastical Affaira, which said that with a very few exceptions 
all churches in the Dioceses of Posen and Litsmannstadt had been with- 
drawn from use for worship and either sealed or used for warehouses or 
other profane purposes, in ac caso as a riding sohool..2 

b. Cases in Occupied Areas. Although the closing of churohes 
was less frequent in tho General Government of Poland than in the in- 
corporated territories, several cases are mentioned by the Polish 
Ministry of Information, London.® The following notable case from 


Norway should also be mentioned. 


1. See The Nazi Kultur in Poland, London, 1945, p. 14. 
2. This memorial is not avaliable hers. 
3. See The Nazi Kultur in Polend, London, 1945, p. 22-24, 
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CASE 38. On Sunday, 2 February 1942 the goverment sithori ties 
demanded the use of the Cathedral of Trondheim for a Quisling pastor 
during the morning hours, Dean Fjellbu therefore decided to postpone 
the regular worship service until the afternoon. When large crowds 
sought admission to the Cathedral for this service, the police 
barricaded all entrances and refused them adnission. 

THE PROBLEM OF PROOF. Reported by the Norwegian Information 
Service, 3516 Massachusetts Avenue, Washington, 7, D. C. on January 26, 
1945. Although the agency directly responsible was the Norwegian puppet 
government rather than the German occupying authority, the relations 
between the two were such that the Germans might be found responsible. 
The problem of German responsibility for actions of puppet governments 
is treated in a separate study on Nazi occupation policies and methods. 

2. ‘Interferences with Freedom of Speech and Writinga. As organizaq 
tions devoted to the teaching and propagation of Christianity, the 
Christian Churches are peculiarly dependont upon freedom of speech and 
writing for the accomplishment of their normal mission, When con- 
atitutional guarantees of fresdom of svesch and writinge were suspended 
by the Lew for the Protection of People and Reich) official assurances 

_were given that the position of the Churches would not be affected. 
Actual measures of repression started almost immediately, In the fall 
of 1934 Dr. Frick, Minister of Education, prohibited all discussion of 


the Church question in the press, in pamphlets or in books. Early the 


i. RGB1 I (1933) p. 83., 
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next your Dr. Frick repoated this order, end Dr. Rust, the Minister 

of Education ordered the professors of theology in tho miversities 

not to participate in the church dispute. 0m 28 October 1935 the 
Propagenda Ministry imposed censorship before publication on all 

church periodicals, and on 30 November 1935 this was extended to all 
writings and picture material multigraphed for distribution, After 
1937 the German Catholic bishops gave up all attempts to print their 
Pastoreals, end had them merely read from the pulpits. They were con- 
firmed in this attitude by a letter from the Reich Minister for 
Ecclesiastical Affairs who threatened any printing of Pastorals "with 
confiscation by the Gestapo or complete prohibition, as well as 

further measures on tho part of the Reich Minister for Popular Educa~ 
tion and Propmganda."2 After the war, the paper shortage was used as 
en excuse to enforce the cessation of virtually a11 church publioations.5 
im the case of th: Catholic Church, these ordera and acts were in 
violation of Article Iv of the Concordat, which read, "Instructions, 
ordinances, Pastoral letters, official diocosan gazettes and other 
enactments regarding the spiritual direction of the faithful issued by 
the ecclesiastical authorities within the framework of their competence 


(Art. 1, Sect. 2) may be published without hindrance and brought to the 
notice of the faithful in the form hitherto ueual.," 


1, See The Persecution of the Catholic Churoh in the Third Reich, p.76-77. 
2. Quoted in & Pastoral of the Bishop of Muenster of 21 December 1936, 
Not availeble here, but should be obtainable in the diocesan offices 
at Muenster. 
3, See the letter of protest addressed on 1 April 1942 by Bishop Wurm 
of the Wirttembergeache Erengetische Landeskirohe to Reichninister 
Dr. Goebbels, en Eng randlation which is given below in the 
Appendix, Po 
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a. Cases Involving the Catholio Church 

CASE 39, On Palm Sunday, 14 March 1937, in most of the parish 
churches of the Third Reich, the Papal Encyolioal letter about the 
situation of the Catholic Church in Germany (Mit brennender Sorge) 
wes read from the pulpits, Immediately the state proceeded with severe 
measures of retaliation. Twelve printing offices which had printed the 
Enoyolical were closed without compensation, Parish magazines and 
diocesan gazettes which had copied ths text were banned for three months. 
All the copies which the police could get hold of were seized, People 
who had transcribed or even circulated the text were arrested, In the 
village of Essen in Oldenburg seven Catholic girls mho had distributed 
the Enoyclical were taken into custody and released only because of 
ths threatening attitude of the inhabitants. 

THE PROBLEM OF PROOF. See the Persecution of the Catholic Church 
in the Third Reich, page 59, Witnesses could be members of all German 
diocesan administrations holding office at that timo. 

CASE 40. ‘The Encyclical on the Christian Education of Youth of 
31 December 1929 was reprinted in Huber's printing office in Mumich. 

In March 1937 it was forbidden because of passages it contained about 
the denominational schools. A Calendar for Catholic parents published 
in 1935 was seized because some parts of the seme Enoyolical were quoted 
in it, 

‘THE_PROBLEM OF PROOF. Reported in The Persecution of the Catholic 
Church in the Third Reich (page 59). A member of the diocessn administra- 


tion of Munich holding office in 1937 could be witness. 
CONFIDENTIAL 


GASE 41. The Hazis geve ordera that the reading in Catholic 
Churches of the Encyclical of October 1939 by Pius XII Sumi Pontificatua, 
vas to be noted by the Gestapo, that prieate who had a share in it were 
to be reported, and that steps were to be taken by the police against 
veproduction and distribution of the text. 

THE PROBLEM 0. Fo See case 39. 

CASE 42. On 6 Mey 1935 a Pastoral Letter of the Prussian 
Episcopate was issued for what is called "Educational Sunday,” dealing 
with Catholic principles of education, It was forbidden, and such 
parish magazines as had printed it were confiacated on the grounds that 
it "contained in several passages intolerable criticiam of the Lendjahr 
orgenination, ” 

TRBE_PROBLEM OF PROOF. Germania (Berlin) 5 May 1935. 

CASE 43, On 21 July 1935 a Pastoral Lotter by Bishop Kaller 
of Ermland, which dwelt on the great importance of Catholic organizations 
and their current hardships was confiscated bofore it could be read. 

‘THR PROBLEM OF PROOF, Reported in The Persecution of the Catholic 
Church in tho Third Reich (page 60). Bishop Kaller could be witness. 

CASE 44. Common Pastoral Letters of the bishops in March and 
Mey 1956, and e Pastoral of the Bavarian bishops of June 1936, were 
forbidden and confiscated after having been read. 

THE FROBLEM OF PROOF, Voolkischer Beobachter No. 120, 29 April 
1956 and The Persecution of the Catholic Church in the Third Reich, 
page 60-61. 

CASE 45. On 1 September 1935, a Pastoral Letter of the Bishops 
Conference at Fulda was read publicly, It complained about the restrio- 


tions set on the freedom of the Church, It was confiscated in the 
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Ordinariates, in the printing offices, in bookshops and presbyteries, 
It was even removed from the credence tables of the churches by polices 


men, Catholics who had helped to circulate the Letter were arrested, 


as in Munich. 
THE PROBLEM OF PROOF. See The Persecutions of the Catholio 


Church in the Third Reich, page 60. 

CASE 46. A joint Pastoral Letter of the Bavarian bishops read 
of 13 December 1936 was not allowed to be published. 

THE PROBLEM OF PROOF. Ses The Perseoution of the Catholic 
Church in the Third Reich, page 61. 

CASE 47. A Pastoral Letter of the Bishops conference expressing 
uneasiness about the future of the denominaticnal schools, which was 
read on 20 September 1936, was not allowed to be published, 

THE PROBLEM OF PROOF. See Case 46. 

CASE 48. A Pastoral Lotter of the Archbishop of Freiburg im 
Breiegau, Mgr. Grosber, could not be printed because the Cestapo insisted, 
contrary to the Concordat, on censoring the Diocesan Gazette. 

THE PROBLEM OF PROOF. See Case 46, Archbishop Groeber could be 
a witness, 

CASE 49. A Pastoral Letter of 13 December 1936 by the Archbishop 
of Freiburg, describing the struggle to preserve the crucifix in its 
old place in the schools in Oldenburg was forbidden and in large moasuro 
confisoated before being read. 

THE PROBLEM OF PROOF, See Case 46, Archbishwp Groeber could be 
a witness. 
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CASE 50. In February 1937 the Lenten Pastoral of Mgr. Kaller, 
Bishop of Ermland was forbidden and in large measure confiscated before 
being read. In many churches the confiscation took place during Mass 
iteelf by the police snatching the letter out of the hands of priests as 
they sere in the act of reading it. 

THE PROBLEM OF PROOF. See Case 46, Bishop Kaller could be a 
witness. 

CASE 51. The Pastoral Letter of the Bavarian bishops of 4 
September 1938 was confiscated end forbidden to be read. 

THE PROBLEM OF PROOF, See Case 46, Cardinal Faulhaber could be 
a witness. - 

CASE 52. The Pastoral Letter of the Bishops Conference of 
Fulda on 19 August 1938 was confiscated and forbidden to be read. In 
the diocese of Rottenburg any parish priest who had read it was fined 
30 RM. Duplicating machines were seized from several ordinariates, 

THS PROBLEM OF PROOF, See Case 46. Bishop Sproll could bo a 
witnoss. 

CASE 53, On 27 January 1937 the Minister of Public Instruction 
of the State of Baden prohibited the sale of the book “Truths of 
Catholicism” edited by the German Bishops Conference, with special 
reference to four questions judged "injurious to the state.” One of 
these questions was question 34 which read: "Who elone has ths ultimate 
right over our bodies and our health?" Answer: "God alone had the 
ultimate right over our bodies and our health.” 

THE PROBLEM OF PROOF, See Case 46.° Archbishop Groeber could be 


a witness. 
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C888 S40 On 19 February 196 tho police of Munich omfiscated 
the feetival sermon in honor of the Pope preached by Cardinal Faulhaber, 

TIS PROBLEM OF PROOF, See Case 46, Cardinal Faulhaber could be 
a witness. 

CASE 55. In 1956 the Regensburg Catholic Sunday paper was 
suspended because it printed Bishop Buchberger's sermon on “fhe Threat 
to Catholio Faith." , 

THE PROBLEM OF PROOF, See Case 46, Bishop Buchberger could be 
a witness, 

CASE 56, Early in 1987 the second and third series of tho 
"Sermons of the Cardinal of Munich" wore confiscated and destroyed by 
the police. 

THE PROBLEM. OF PROOF. See Case 46, Cardinel Faulhaber could be 
a Witness, 

CASE aT On 20 July 1935 the Bishop of Muenster was forbidden 
to speak or give a blessing to a crowd of Catholics which shouted . 
greetings to him in the streots of Hamm, The same thing happened to 
him on 6 November 1938 in Storkrsde. 


THE PROBLEM OF PROQ®, See The Persecution of the Catholic 


Chureh in the Third Reich (pages 253 and 261). Bishop Count Galen 


could be a witness. 

bo Cases Involving the German Evangelical Church 

CASE 58, In January 1935, NiemBller's memorandum "The State 
Church is Here” was confiscated by the Secret Police before it could 
be distributed. 


THE PROBLEM OF PROOF, Niempeller himself could be a witness. 
CON EN 
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CASE. 59. On 4 December 1935, Dr. NiemBller, Confessional 


leader, was forbidden to apeak anywhere in the Reich, 

EVIDENCE. Niemoeller himself could be a witness. 

CASE 60. On Reformation Day, 31 October 1937, Bishop Marehreans, 
representing the leaders of the “inteot” Landeskirohen, Pastor Miller 
of Dahlem, representing the Council of Brethren of the Confessional]. 
Church, and Dr. Breit of Munich, representing the Council of the 
Lutheren Churches of Germany, issued a declaretion in ‘which they pro~ 
tested sgainat Rosonberg's demand that the German nstion give up the 
Christian faith, end inquired whether the leadership of tho Nazi Party 
intended to permit the churches to continue as places of worship, where 
the gospel of Christ could be preached without exposing preachers and 


hearere to the danger of being suspected as traitors and enemies of the 


etete. Printed copies of thie declaration were confincated by the police, 


Parsonages all over Germany were searched, The printing shop of KBShler 
in Flberfeld, whsrz the declaration had been printed, was closed. 

THE PROBLEM OF PROOF, Bishop Marahrens could be a witness, 

CASE 61, On 21 February the Provisional Church Government 
(Confessional) iesued a manifesto against the New Paganism of Alfred 
Rosenberg. When the Confessional pastors read this Manifesto from 
their pujpite, somes 700 of them were arrested, 500 to be put in prison 
and 200 under house arrest, When the ministers continued nevertheless 
to read the Manifesto, fanatical Nazi governors made use of the con~ 


centretion camp. 


THE PROBLEM OF PROOF, The mombere of the Provisional Church 


Government (Confessional) could be witnesses, 
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3. Interferences with the Educationel Functions of the Clergy. 
Clerical participation in the processes of education had been a tradi- 
tionally important means for the spreading of Claistian doctrines and 
for the maintenance of Church influence. ‘the National Socialists were 
interested in securing a monopoly on education for the propayation of 
their own aggressive philosophy. ‘he campaign to eliminate the clergy 
from the educational field was therefore a major element in the perse~ 
cution of the Christian Churches. ‘he following were the principel 

elements of that campaign. 

a. the Closing of Thoological Seminaries, As educations for 
the teaching of the cllergy itself, the seminaries are particularly 
importent for the continuing influence and vitality of the Christian 
Churches. So far as the Catholic Church is concerned, this interest 
was recognized in the first sentence of Article 19 of the Soncordat, 
which read: "Catholic theological faculties in State universities are 
to be maintained ." In spite of this, the Nazis were eager to weakon 
and eliminate them as far as possible. Direct evidence of the Nazi 
attitude towsrd Catholic seminaries is provided in a recently captured 
Gestapo document (‘op-secrat Survey of the Fulda Bishops Synod, cixrou- 


_ lated by Heydrich in Jenuary, 1941, as publiched by the Supreme Head~ 


quarters, Psychological Warfare Division, Intelligence Section, 


Reference: DE 384/DIS 202) which gives the reduction of ths educetional 
level of the Catholic priesthood as a deliberate Nazi objective, ‘the 


Nazi attitude can also be inferred fron the following cases of suppres~ 
sion directed against Catholic and Frotestant theological seminaries 
in ali parts of Nezi controlied Furope, 
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i. Gason in Grmany nroper. 

Gase62, At the third meeting of the Confessional Synod at 
Augeburg (4 June 1935) it was decided to avoid the contamination of Nezt | 
theology by setting up independent theological seminaries for the 
training of the Confessional ministry. Establishments of this sort 
were set up at Blberfelde, Bielefeld, Naumberg, Findenwalde and 

Blosstau. From December 1936 onward these institutions were persis- 
tently searched and otherwise harried by the. GSetapo, in an attempt 
to force them to close down, 

THEPROBLIM OF PROOF. The leading members of the frovietonal 
Church Government (Confessional) could be witnesses. At that time 
they were Niemoller, Dibelius, Jacobi, and Asmusson, ali Berlin pastora, 

Case.63. In May 1939 the theological faculty of the University 
of Munich was closed. ‘he Reich Minister for Public Instruction, Dr. 
Rust, appointed two professors who were decisively rejected by Cardinal 
Feulhaber, When Rust maintained hia appointments, Faulhaber forbade 
the students to attend their lectures, Rust and Reich Minister for 
Church Affairs Kerr replied by clesing the University. 

TE_PROBLEM OF PROOF, See The Poreecution of the Catholic 
Church in the Thing Reich (page 51), Cerdinsl Faulhaber could be a 
witness. 

Cape 64. Eurly in 1939 the Theological Faculty in the Univer- 
sity of Qaz was closed, ‘he lesser seminaries, in which those who 
aspire to the priesthood study the humanities before proceeding to the 
higher studies in philosophy and theology, were without exception 


closed down throughout the whole of 4ustria. the sane fate befell the 
CON ¥ 
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lesser seminary in Mariaschein in the Sudeten district. 

THE PROBLEM OF PROOF. See case 63. Witness could be Bishop 
Pawlowski. 

ii. Gases in the Incornorated. Areas 

Case 65. In 193%, by order of the Minister of the Interior in 
Vienna, the theological. faculty at the University of Innsbruck en Ginped 
down, At the same time the Canisiamm, the Seminary connected with this 
faculty, was shut, 

THE PROBLEM OF PROOR, The Universe of 6 Jamary 1939 published aa 
eye witness report of en 4merican student ,iven out by the NCW Nows Service, 

Gese 66. In 1938 the theological faculty in Salzburg was closed down, 

THE PROBL OF PROOF, See Case 63. Witness could be Archbighop 
Rohracher, 

iii. Cones in the Occupied Areas. 

Cese. 67. Early in March, 1944, the last remaining independent 
theological school in Norway, the Congregational Faculty in Oslo, was 
ordered closed by the Department of Church and Education, Simultaneously 
this department intensified its campaign to enlist students for a new 
course in theology designed to produce pro-Nazi clergymen in record time. 

HS _PROLLEM OF PROOF, Reported by the Norwegian Information Ser- 


vice, 3516 Massachusetts Avenue, Washington 7, D. C, on 17 March 1944, 
Although the agency directly responsible was the Norwegian puppet government 
rather than the Gorman occupying authority, the relations between the two 
were such that both can properly be held responsible. See separate 


study on Nazi occupation policies and methods. 
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De The Closing of Denominational Schools» Private and 
public denominational schools under the supervision of tho 
Churches were permitted and played a substantial part in ele- 
mentary education under the Veimar Repuvdlic. So far as the 
Catholic Church is concerned, tie right to maintain such schools 
was guaranteed by Article 25 ("The retention of Catholic denomin- 
ational Schools and the establisiment of now ones is guaranteed"), 
Article 24 ("In all Catiiolic elemontary schools only such teachers 
ere to be employed as are members of the Catholic Church and who 
guarantee to fulfill the special requirements of a Catholic 
school.") and Article 25 ("Religious orders and congregations 
ero entitlod to establish and conduct private schools, subject 
to the general laws and ordinances governing education.") of the 
Concordat. 

Sumaing up the meaning of all these articles the Nazi 
Minister for Public Instruction, Rust, declared in July, 1953 
at a Party distriet congress in Guben: "Wwe have conceded the 
denominational school in a Concordat. \What we have promised 
that wo s all onwanteah 

Two years later the same minister declared (June 1937): 
"The exercise of denominational influences in the education of 
the young is fron now on, and for all times, impossible. From 
that it follows as a consequence that denominational distinctions 
between German schools should be brought to an end as soon as 
possible. we 


‘Germania (Derlin) "Wo. 154, June 3, 1935 


2. See Phe Persecution of the Catholic Church in the Third 
Reich (pase 
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This purpose was imple ionted by a systematic and 
protracted campaign, combining legal und illegal pressures. 

“arly in 1935 a sort of trial attack on the 
Catholic schools was staged in Munich with the result that at 
the beginning of school on 13 February only 65 percent of the 
children (as against 84 percont in 1934) wero entered for 
denominational schools. Moetings of Catholic parents were 
Foie Sh Violent propaganda was imaediately launched 
throughout tho Reish. In some districts, such as the dioceses ~ 
of lildesneim and Paderborn, tho authorities even dared to 
convert denominational schools into National Cormunity Schools 
by decree and without consulting tie parents. 

The main assault, hovover, started in 1956. Attacks 
were concentrated against the many schools which were directed 
by religious orders, especially in tho field of sccondary 
education. The Catholic orders and congregations had altogether 
12 secondary schools for boys and 188 for ate 

Sixty-four percent of the Catholic girls attonding 
secondary schools were studying at private Catholic institutions. 
Gradusliy these schools were elininated. Nazi authorities 
exerted strong pressure on the Reich, state, and municipal 


officials to send their children only: to public sonookset 


1. See The Persccution of the Catholic Church in the Third 
Reich (page 119) 5 PS oT a oe eS 


2. (page 130) 

3. Ordinance of the Reichministr, of the Interior, September 
1937. Quoted in The Persecution of the Catholic Church 
in the Third Reich, PoISI~. ect citation not available 
here. 
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The main base from which pupils for the private 
seheols were recruited was thus removed. It was furthor 
decided that the so-called preparatory classes would be 
supped Most private schools had derived the majority of 
their pupils from the prcparatory classes of Catholic convent 
schools. Finally, the lower classes of the Catholic secondary 
schools Mets suppressed, a death sontence for the schools 
ther:solves. In 1939 the Bavarian ilinistry of Public 
Instruction forbade the clergy to exercise any function or 
activity in secondary schools e In the official Gazette of tha 
Reich Ministry of Education, early in 1937, a notice was 
published stating: "In about 400 public elementary schools 
for girls the instruction of the pupils was confined to 
Catholic religious orders or congregations of women. The 
dispersal of such teachers is provided for in the by-law of 
16 November 1936 to the school Provision Law. Of about 
1,600 teaching posts occupied by members of religious orders 
at the beginning of this year, 300 already have been made 
ever to lay teachers. The remaining posts are to be vacated 
in the course of this year, so that the entire elimination 
of teachers belonging to religious orders is in rene, 
Iv” Decree of the Minister of Education, 4 April 1936. 

Citation not available here. 
2. See The Porsecution of the Catholic Church in the Third 
Heich wpacerisucl: = CC 


3. BID, page 132. 
4, IBID, page 135. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


on 19 July 1936 the Ministry of Interior in Vienna 
deprived all the private schools in Austria of public recogni- 
tion and viii The final closing of these schools followed 
almost immediately. Such famous institutions as the 
Schottengymnasiua in Vienna, directed since the 135th century by 
members of the Benedictine Order and Stella Matutina, the 
Jesuit College in Feldkirch, were among those eliminated. By 
a decree issued in the summer of 1939, by the Iinister of 
Education, all Catholic private schools, including mission 
schools, had to be closed down by April 1, 1940. 

Meanwhile, tho actual conversion of the denomina- 
tional primary schools was carried out, either by means of the 
so-called “parents! vote" or by means of official ordinances. 
Controlling te parents! elections the Nazis converted nost of 
the denominational schools in Bavaria, Vuerttemberg, and the 
districts of Trier and the Saar territory into National 
Comaunit:; schoola. Although they succeeded by propaganda and 
pressure in collecting vast majorities, they usually met with 
determined minorities among the parents and finally with 
private polls conducted among the faithful by Church authorities a 
which brought large majorities in favor of the maintenance of 
Genominational avhodties” 

Therefore in 1938 and 1959, the Nazi fell back on the 
decree as a means of converting denominational schools into 


National Corrmmunity schools. Thoy started in the smaller states 


1. See The Persecution of the Catholic Church the Third 
Reich, p. 105. . 


2. IBID, pe 156. 
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like Oldenburg and in rural comnmities and finally extended 
over the whole of Greater Gormany. At the time of tho 
outbreak of the war, the aboLieion of the Catholic deno:ina- 
tional schools was complete. : 

ec. linination of Religious Instruction From Other Schools. 
A certain amount of religious instruction wes provided, for those 
who wished it, in the public schools of Germany under the Veimar 
Republic. The continuance of this s:sten was guarantoed, so far 
as the Gatholic Church 1s concezned, by Article 21 ("Catholic 
religious instruction in elementary, senior, secondary, and 
vocational schools constitutes a regular portion of the 
curriculum, and is to be taught in accordence with the 
principles of the Catholic Church".) and Article 22 ("Viith regard 
to the appointment of Catholic religious instructors, agreement 
will be arrived at as a result of mutual consultation on the 
part of the bishop and the government of the State concerned.") 
of the Goncordat.s In spite of this guarantee, steps were taken 
to eliminate instruction of this sort as rapidly as possible. 
fhe purpose of the Nazis was indicated in 14 June 1939 ina 
statement by Bauer, Munich city school inspector, who declared: 
"Roligious instruction must disappear from the schools. We 
make our demand: Instruction in the German faith by German 
teachers in German schools. The man who is tied to the dogmas 
of the Cliurches need look for nothing from us in the Pusnne.® 


1. Wationalsozialistisches Bildunrswesen lo. 10, 19353 
further evidence Given in The Persecution of the Catholic 
mbACes LOGS SOc ae ere cae 


Gaurch in the Tiird Reich, paves 150. 
2. Qssemvatoro Romine, July 8, 1939. 
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Implonentation of this objective started with the 
curtailment of religious instruction in the primary and 
secondary schools, with the squeezing of the religious periods 
into inconvenient hours, with Nazi propaganda among the 
teachers in order to induce ther to refuse the toaching of 
religion, with vetoing of Catholic religious text books, and 
finally with substituting Nazt Veltanschauuns and "Gorman 
Faith" for Christian religious denominational instruction. 

The nane “rolivsious instruction" was naintained, but its ains 
were completely altered. At the tine of the outbreak of the 
war denominational religious instruction had practically 
disappearod fran Germany's prinary schools. 

D. Interference With Christian Organizations. 

Nuch of the work of the Christian Churches has been done 
through organizations existing along the regular ecclesiastical 
hievarchy. Dissolution of the political organizations favored 
by the Churches, such as t'e Cat‘olle dominated Center and 
Bavarian People's parties was denanded from the outset by the 
Nazl regime as part of its general policy of eliminating all 
political organizations other than the Nazi canine The right 
of other Church organizations to exist and operate was 
guaranteed, however, so far as the Catholic Church is concerned, 
by Article 31 of the Concordat, which read: "Those Catholic 


organizations and societies which pursue exclusivoly charitable, 


1. Given in Tho Perscoution of the Catholic Church in the Third 
Reich, pages 160-106. 
2. 3ée forkenbach, pases 265, 268, 274. 
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cultural and religious ends, and as such are placed under the 
ecclesiastical authorities, will be protected in their 
institutions end activities. Those Catholic organizations 
which to their religious, cultural and charitable pursuits 
add others, such as social or professional interests, even 
though they may be brought into national organizations, are 
to enjoy the protection of Article 51 Section I, provided 
they guarantee to develop their activitios outside all political 
parties." The significance of this enactment was underlinod 
on 7 July 19355 in a statement by Adolf Hitler himself: "The 
conclusion of the Concordat between the Iloly See and the German 
Government appears to me to give sufficient guarantee that the 
Roman Catholic citizens of the Reich will from now on put 
themselves wholeheartedly at the service of the new National 
SochLelist State. I therefore decree: (1) The dissolution, 

_ carried out without diroctions fran the Central Government, ‘of 
such Catholic organizations as are recognized by the present 
treaty, is to be cancelled immediately. (2) All moasures 
taken against clerical and other leaders of these Catholic 
orgenizatlons are to be annulled. Any repetition of such 
measures will in future be veces and will be punished through 
the normal legal procedure." In spite of these assurances, 
attempts to cripple or suppress the activities of Churcn 
organizations, both Catholic and Protestant, was quickly begun. 


Thus after the occupation of Austria all Catholic associations 


1. See forkenbach, p. 278. 
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1 
there were dissolved. In Germany proper similar results were 
produced, though more gradually. ‘The organizations particularly 
affected were the following: 


1. Roligious Orders. The position of religious orders 


was specifically guaranteed by Article 15 Section 1 of the 
Concordat, which read: "Religious orders and congregations 

are not subject to any special restrictions on tho part of the 
state, either as regards their foundation, the erection of 
their various establishments, their number, the selection of 
members.eepastoral activity, education, cave of the sic!: and 
charitable work, or as regards their affairs and the adminise 
tration of their property." They were also protected by 
Article 13, which read: "Catholic parishes, parish and 
diocesan societies, episcopal sees, bishoprics and chapters, 
religious «wcders and songregations, as well as institutions, 
foundations, and property which are under the administration 

of ecclesiastical authority, shell retain or acquire respectively 
legal competence in the civil domain according to the ceneral 
prescriptions of civil law. They shall renain publicly recog- 
nized corporations insofar as they have been such hitherto. 
Similar rights may be granted to the remainder in accordance 
with those provisions of the law which apply to all." ‘There are 


many cases in which these guarantees were violated. 


1. Diocesan Gazette Ling Now 5, 1938. 
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a. Interferences Vith Relicious Ordors in 
Gaeneey Prener e , 


CASE G8. On April 1955 the Bavarian Political 
Police publis' ed a "strictly confidential" circular to all 
police headquarters in Bavaria concerning "Security measures 


against the Jesuits." 


In this orcinance supervision of all 
lectures given by members of the Company of Jesus in Bavaria 
is requested; public meetings held by Josults are to be prevented 
vy all means, private ones to be watched. "The Jesuits are 
instigating systematic and farereaching activities in Bavaria 
to undormine the Reich and bring contempt even on the Fuhrer 
himself. In various semi-scicntific lectures the philosophic 
principles of National Socialism are submitted to an acrimonious 
criticism which is nothing more or loss than disguised incite} 
ment against the Reich. These lectures, moreover, are so 
ambiguously and cunningly conjosed that a judicial punishnent of 
the lecturer is possible in only very few cases." The Political 
Police ordered, thorefore, that statements injurious to the 
State be ruthlessly punished by "protective custody" (1.e. the 
concentration camp). 

TI? PROBLUI: OF PROOF. Document published in the 
Elsassischer Kurier of Nay 17, 1955, reprinted in The Persecution 
of the Catholic Church in the Third Reich, po 64. 

CASE 70. The Franciscan Friary of Xclheim in the 
Rhineland was closed in 1959 because thirty bottles of wine or 
cordial were found on the premises, as well as butter and fat 
given to the friars by the Catholic population of the district, 


and sone sixty packets of cigars and cigarettes» 
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1 in the Tiird Reich, ». 45. 


=. 71. The Tranctscan Friary of Hadanar in 
tie Vestorwaid mountains vore closed, foll:wing Gestapo alleca~ 
tions thet the conditions there sowed "shoc!:ing Luieralit,”. 


Te NOnLTT ON SRoOr. Goo Case 70. 
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b. Interferences with Religious Orders in the Incor- 


porated Areas. 
CASE 72. In 1959 the Missions Institute of St. Ruprecht 


in Kreuzberg (Salzburg) was dissolved by the Nazi authorities 
and the three houses of the society of Christ the King in for- 
mer Austrian territory were closed and its property confiscated. 
In the same year the old Austrian abbeys of Goettweig, Admont, 
and Engelzell were finally appropriated, and all the leased 
property of the foundation of Klostsrneuburg near Vienna was 
taken over by the Government. The Feldkirchner Hof, a hostel 
of the Sisters of the Holy Cross in Feldkirchen near tlagenfurt, 
was also confiscated by the Gestapo. 

THE PROBLEM OF PROOF. See CASE 70. 

CASE 73. In Austria in the course of 1938, by order of 
Reich Commissar Buerckel the property of various religious 
orders was seized. Among the groups affected were the German 
Order of Knights, whose property was taken over by the state; 
the nuns of Bogenberg, near Graz; the teaching nuns at Mariazel, 
who lost their school buildings and also their rest home, the 
larienheim; the Penedictine foundation of St. Lamprecht; the 
Franciscan friars in Salzburg, who were driven out of a govern- 
ment building placed at their disposal; and the Cistercians of 


Nehrerau in Voralberg, whose buildings were taken for a state 
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youth home. 
THE PROBLE! OF PROOF. See CASE 70. 

2. The Youth Movement. One of the principal meens whereby 
the various Christian Churches exerted influence over the youth 
of Germany was through the activities of the various Christian 
youth organizations. As rivals to the Hitler Jugend they were 
particularly obnoxious to the National Socialist authorities, 
who sought to abolish them completely. On December 17, 1933 
this was effectively accomplished so far as the Protestant 
Church was concerned by the order of Reich Bishop Miller, who 
placed the entire Evangelical Youth Novement, with more than 
700,000 members, under the leadership of Faldur von Schirach, 
leader of the Bitler Youth?. Although the Catholic Youth 
movement was protected by Article 31 of the Concordet, the 
campaign for its destruction was rapidly begun. As early as 
January 1934 the staff leader of the Hitler Youth, Lauterbacher, 
declared in Koblenz: "fhe Hitler Youth will not compromise 
but will go on its own way, which must necessarily lead to the 
destruction of all other youth organizations. "2 On 27 March 
1934 the Reich Youth Leader, Saldur von Schirach declared: "The 
incorporation of the Protestant Youth associations will some 


time or other be followed, and necessarily followed, by that 


1 See Harkenbach pp. 6935-694 


2 soeinische Volkszeitung, 14 January 1934, 
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of the Catholic Youth. At a time when all are abandoning their 
private interests, Catholic youth no longer has any right to 
lead a separate existence."+ 

These declarations heralded a difficult period for the 
Catholic Youth Associations, which tried with all means of 
diplomacy and endurance to retain their rights as guaranteed 
by the Concordat, confirmed in the decree of Hitler, and now 
curtailed almost daily through new restrictions and persecu- 
tions. A decree of Schirach forbade on 30 July 1933 simi- 
taneous membership in the Hitler Youth and in denominational 
youth organizations”. Two years later all activity which was 
not of purely ecclesiasticsl or religious nature was forbidden 
to denominational youth associations. Every method of propa- 
ganda and coercion was employed in order to bring all German 
youngsters into the Hitler Youth and to prevent them from 
joining denominational organizations. Finally the Catholic 
Youth associations were simply forbidden in entire districts 
of the Reich®, Physical terrorization did the rest. The 
number of incidents increased rapidly, and the police and courts 
were always on the side of the Hitler Youth.* By 1938, in almost 
all districts of the Reich, the Catholic Youth Associations had 
been dissolved. 


Schlesische Volkszeituns March 29, 1934 
The Persecution of the Catholic Church in the Third Reich 
Creager a MG RNR se ee 


Pp. 
Tbid p. 108 
ibid pp. 1-108 CONFIDENTIAL 
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3. Other Church Organizations. Like the youth organiza- 
tions, those of a professional character for adults, suchas 
the Catholic Workers Associations and the Catholic Journeymen 
Associations, were the first to be put under almost unbearable 
pressure. Dr. Ley, head of the German Labor Front, forbade 
simultaneous membership in the Labor Front and in denominational 
professional organizations, which was tantamount to the loss of 
one's jovt. After some years of desperate struggle, these 
Catholic organizations too were forbidden, district by district. 
Numerous other Catholic organizations ended by self~dissolution; 
@.go, the Catholic Teachers Organization, the Catholic student 
fraternities, and the organizations of their alumni. Others 
shared the fate of the youth and workers organizations. Among 
these were the Association of Catholic Women Teachers, the 
Catholic Civil Servants Union, the Albertus Magnus Union for 
the Support of Catholic Students, the Christian Union of German 
Railwaymen. 


1 The Persecution of the Catholic Church in the Third Reich 
Pp. 187-199 
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VI. ORGANIZATIONS BEARTJG PARTICULAR RESPONSIBILITY IN 
CONNECTION WITH THE PERSMCUTIONS 

As @ necessary step in proparation for the National 
Socialist scheme of world conquest, the persecution of the 
Cristian Churches becomes part of the responsibility of all 
those who participated in ti at scheme. Responsibility for 
specific seimisalean we assivmed to certain individuals and 
groups in connection with tho s~ocific acts of persecution des- 
cribed in the preceding secticn. There are also certain groups, 
which, because of their central position in the planning and 
execution of Nazi Church polieitso, may be ascribed a more rencral 
responsibility for the persecition as a whole. The more 
important of these groups are tio following. 
A. ‘Sha Reich Bishop and Spiritual Council of the German Evan- 

Prior to the creation of the Reich Ministry for Ecclesi- 
astical Affairs on 19 July 1°35, the Reich Bishop, Ludwig 
Idler, and his chosen colleborstors on the Spiritual Council 
(Forsthoff of Koblenz, Engelke ot Hamburg and Otto Weber of 
G8ttingen), played the principal cart in the persecution of 
German protestantism. The swooping nature of their powers and 
responsibilities ts set forth in the legislation cited above 
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(p, 19623), The illeyality of :oasures taken by their authority 


in Vavaria was attested by a civil court decision of 28 


October 1934. 


Be 


The Reich Ministry for Ecclosiastical Affairs 
Irom the time of its creation of 19 July 1955, this 


Ministr; was the principal acne; for the persecution of the 


Geman Lvangelical Church. Tro. 1935 to 1941 the position of 


Reichsminister was held by Uanns Kerr... Thereafter Muhs headed 


the ministry as acting ministsr. The sweeping nature of its 


powers and responsibilities is sot forth in the lerislation 


cited above (p, 23%), Through tho beschlussstelle, transferrod 


to it from the Reich Ministr; of the Interior on 27 July 1955, 


it exercised supreme judicial power over the Churches, and 


thus prevented any test of the logality of its actions being 


taken before the ordinary courts? Although relatively little 


concerned with the management of Catholic affairs, the Hinistry 


for Ecclesiastical Affairs was officially associated with a 


number of acts in violation of the Concordat. Its responsibil- 


ity for persecution in the annoxod areas was the subject of a 


memorial of protest addressod to it, and other authoritios, by 


the Catholic bishops at Fulda on 27 July 19355. 


1 


As of 1943, the personnel of the LReschlussstelle was as follows: 
Chairman: liuhs 
Legal members: bP. “ieber (Berlinj 
Dr. Dakm (Kieh1) 
Members representing the Ministry: 
Dr. Stabn, Ministerialdirecent 
De. Ruppol, Linisterialrat 
llaugg, Landgerichtsrat 
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CG. The Church Chancery of the Gorrisn Evangelical Church 

As chief legal and administrative department of the 
German Evangelical Church, the Church Chancery played a lead- 
ing part both in the earlier and in the later phases of the 
persecution of the German Evangelical Church. In 1934 Dr. 
Jiger, as head of the Church vhancery, was a principal collab- 
orator of Reich Bishop Miller, and -ave the orders for the 
acts of persecution in Bavaria subsequently declared illeral. 
On 20 liarch 1937 the IMinistr; of Ecclesiastical Affairs dele- 
cated its powers of administration over the Evanrelica Church 
to Dr. Werner, president of te “hurch Chancery, This dele-« 
sation was made permanent on 10 Deceriber 1372. On 8 Maroh 1938 
all the provincial churcl.es woro forbidden by Werner to make any 
rerulations except in matters of faith or worship without his 
consent?. Clearly this was ono of the principal asencios of 
National Socialist Control over the Yerman Hvan;elical Church. 
D. Finance Departments of tho ‘eman Evanjelical Church 

By ordinances of 10 and 29 June 1937, state controlled 
finence departments were set up for the German Evangelical 


Church and for each of the Provincial Churches, with full power 


————t 


1 RGBi LT (1937) p.333. 
2 ROW. I (1937) p.1346 
3 Citation unavailable here. 
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to make regulations with forco of law concerning the condition 
of service of all officials of the goneral Church adminis- 
trations, pastors and other Church officials. These departments 
were responsible to the linistry of Church Affairs, and wore 
its principal agency in the ::aintonance of financial controls 
over the German Evangelical Church. (See above, pp. 34-36). The 
chairmanship of the Financial Department of the Chancery of 
the German Bvangelical Church was held first by Dr. Werner, later 
b, Dr. Coelle. 
E. Reich Education Ninistry . 

Principal agency for s‘oasures against the Protestant and 
Catholic churches in the fiold of education, 

F. Reich Propaganda Ministr) 

As chief agensy for tl.o control of Nazl propaganda, it 
bears chief responsibility for tho systematic campaign of def- 
amination waged against the Comian clergy. (See above ». 51). 
It was also the direct agoncy fox the issuence of certain orders 
for the censorship of Church publications. (See above pp» 60-61), 
Sections or persons particularly responsible for carrying out 
this phase of the work of the Iiinistry cannot be determined 
hero. 

G. Reich Ministry of the Intorlor 

Prior to the creation of the liinistry for Ecclesiastical 

Affairs, the Nirlistry of the Intorlor was the principal aponcy 


for direct :-overnment action in Church affeirs. Certain ordors 
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curtailing freedom of discussion were directly issued by it 
during this period. From 26 Jure to 27 July 1935 the Beschluss- 
stelle was located in this rilnistry. Since the Ministry for 
Ecclesiastical Affairs had no oxecutive agents of its own, its 
orders were carried out primarily through the police forces 
controlled by the Reich Linistry of the Interior, or by its 
dependent organs, the hinistries of the Interior of the several 
Lander. Among the ministries most compromised in this connection 
were those of Bavaria, Wurttorberg and, in the period following 
the Anschluss, of Austria. Sections or persons particularly 
responsible for carrying out this phase of the work of the several 
Ministries cannot be determined here. 
H. Tho Gestapo 

Among the police forces at the disposal of the various 
ministries of the interior for the carrying out of acts of perso- 
cution, the political police \woro naturally, in view of the 
political nature of the issuc, t:e favorite agents. Lvidence of 
their use is to be found th:.. 2.cut the specific instances of 
persecution presented in Sectio.: VY above. Sections or persons 
particularly responsible for t. is pi.ase of Gestapo activitios 
cannot be determined here. 
g. The German Christians 

The important part pluyod by this group, particularly in 


the earlier phases of the pexr 


ation of the German Evangelical 
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Church is set forth above. (pp. 1923), The head of the associ- 
ation "German Uhristians" to 1958 was Dr. elim. Since 1938 
the name has been changed to "Luther Christians", and the head-~ 
ship was assumed by Dr. Petersizonn. 
K. The SS, tihe SA and the Hitler Youth 

Acts of intimidation and violence taken against the 
clergy and laity, insofar as thoy were not entrusted to the 
police itself, were largely left in the hands of these orsani-~ 
zations. Instances in which the planned nature of these deron- 
strations can best be shown are ¢resented above, (pp ,426 a) Ine 
Hitler Youth was also particuls:Jy active in the broaking up of 
the Church youth movements, ¢nd jm the work of anti-Church in- 
doctrination of German young people. (See above pp, 82-83). Sections 
or porsons particularly resnouslole for this phase of their 
activities cannot be determincc hers. 
L. Zhe German Occupation Authinities in Norway and Poland 

Evidence presented abovo in Section V shows that these 
were the occupied regions in witch the persecution of the 
Christian Churches was moat sovere. sections or persons of the 
occupation regimes which were particularly responsible for this 


phase of their work cannot be detomiined hore. 
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VII, LIST OF CHIEF WITNESSES IN THE CASES CONCERNING 
PERSECUTION OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCHES IN GERMANY 
AND OCCUPIED TERRITORIES 
(Starred namoe indicate key witnesses. ) 


Among the members of the German epizcopate: 
Michael Cardinal von Faulhader, Archbishop of Munich and Freising. 
Konrad Count Preysing, Bishop of Berlin 
Galen, Clemons August, Bishop of Muenster in Westphalis 
Grider, Konrad, Archbishop of Freiburg im Breisgen 


*Sprell, Johannes Baptista, Bishop of Rottenburg 


Othor members of the Catholic clergy: 
*Mgr, Banasch, with the diocesan administration in Berlin, secretary 
of the dn forantion service sot up by the German bishops. 
P,. Gundlach 8, J. Menbers of the editorial oteff of the 


P, Overmanns 5, J, Stimmen der Zeit, the monthly of the 


P, Noppel S. J, 


) 
) 
P, Prsyvara 8, J, ; Gorman Jemites and special advisers to 
: the Holy See on German affairs, (How 
) 


P, Friedrich Muckermann 8, J.) living in Switzerland. ) 
Catholic laymen: 
Konrad Adeneuer, Mayor of Cologne (dismissed by the Nazis, re- 
sppointed by AMG), 
*Rifes, former Catholic Labor leader, former police-preeident in 
Krefeld, now appointed by AMG as Mayor of Muenchen-Gladbach, 
Joos, Joseph, former Menber of the German Roichstag, former chief 
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editor of the Wostdeutsche Arbeiterzeitung, freed from concen- 
tration camp by AMG, 

Spiecker, Karl, former Ministerialdirektor, former chief of the Reich 
press service, author of the book Hitler gegen Christue,Paris, 
1937 (Miles Ecclesiac), probable author of the book The Persecution 


of the Catholio Church in the Third Reich, London 1940, former 


director of the weekly press bulletin Kulturkampf, published in 
Paris 1935 to 1939; now residing in london, scheduled to go to 


Germany by the British authorities. 


Protestant witnesses: 
Reinhold von Thadden, lay member of the Eruderrat der Bekennenion 
Kirche, 

*Worn, Lutheran Landeabdischofof Kherttenberg, Stuttgart. 

*Profeasor lodwig Bergatraesser, former professor of history at the 
University of Frankfurt (Main), later living in Darmetadt (after 
hia @ismiseal by the Nazie), former Member of the German Reichstag, 
worked underground during Nazi rule, sow appointed meander of the 
administration organized by ANG in the Palatinate, North-Haden, 
Hessen district under the direction of the former mayor of 
Mannheim, Heimerich, 

*Paator Freudenberg, representative of the Federal Churches of Christ 


of America in Geneva (Switzerland). 
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